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CHAPTER T 
Tistony or Tim Fouxpation or Carcerts 


. Historical Background 







‘Phere is no doubt that the country to the west of the 
Hooghly contained a number of prosperous cities and ports 
and formed part of an ancient kingdom. The port of 
‘Tamralipti (modern Tamluk) situated on the southern bank 
of the Rupnarayan about 12 miles from its confluence with 
the Hooghly, is mentioned in very early literature both ‘ 
Todian and foreign. It ix referred to both as 9 port and as 

the capital of a kingdom, which was Suhma in the days of 

‘the Dasakumoracha Tt is mentioned in old Jain 
texts which go back to the beginning of the Christian 
‘ora. Amongst the Greek sources the Periplus of the Eryth- 
ean Sea of the second half of the first century AD. men- 
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gradually silted up. It, however, continued its existence as 
‘a xmall market town till the advent of the Portuguese in Ben= 
gal who converted it into one of their early settlements. 

With the decline of Tamlok ax a port the centre of di 
tribution was shifted to other places. Saptagrama or Sat- 

ated on the Saraswati, and not far from rmodern 
grow up to be an important port and took the place 

‘of Tamtak. ‘The new port maintained its importance till 
the beginning of the 16th century when the river Sarnswati 
silted up and the river began to flow down the main channel; 
Even up to the middle of the 16th century large vessels used 
to sail up to Satgaon with merchandise and daring the reign 
of Akbar the city brought an income of about 30,000 Rupees. 

During this period to the south-east of the delta another 
port, Chittagong (Chatigaon) had risen into prominence. 
Chittagong attracted foreigners more than any other part 
so long ax Gour remained the capital of Bengal. After the 
fall of Gaur towards the end of the 16th century Chittagong 
also loxt its former importance. 
After the dectine of these two ports—Chittagong and 
Satgnon which were known to the Portuguese ax Porto 
Grande and Porto Pequeno respectively—Hoogbly which was 
only a stall settlement of the Portuguese in 1580 rose to be 
the greatest centre of trade and commerce in Bengal 

From medieval Bengali works like the Chandi of 
Mukundarama (1577 4.D.), Monasamangala of Vipradasa 
(1495 A.D.) ete., it i evident that the river courses were 
different from what they are now. ‘The Adi-Ganga or the 
‘Tolly's Nullah which is now a small xtreamlet carried eva 


in the 16th cent The 
in fact the lower Saraswat. Tro are 
evidences to prove that the lower Saraswati was connected 


with the Ganges by a canal from near Kidderpore to 8 
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middle of the 16th century clearly whows that both the Sarns- 
wati and the Adi-Ganga were then prominent rivers. 

‘The names of prosperous localities whieh existed in the 
16th century on either side of the river are given in the 
Chondikaryo. "hes are Saptagrama, Garefa (Gouripur), 
Andalpara, Jugathal, Nowpara, ‘Telinpara, Nunai Ghat, 
Mahesh, Sulkhia, and Bithoor (Betor or modern Howrah) 
on the right side, and Kurdaha, Konnagar, Kotrung, Kuohi- 
Chitpur, and Katikatta (Calcutta) on the left wide. 
* Leaving on the right the way to Hijaji (Hijli) they tured 
to the left, paned Balughata, Kalighat, Mirnagar, Nachan= 
cha, Vaisnavaghats, Barast, Chatrabhuj, Ambribhuj, 
Hithayar and then came to Mogara."’ Most of these places 
are still famitine to ns and though many other places in their 
midst have come into existence durimg the meantime they 
have not lost their identity." 

The Portuguese who were the first among Western 
Kuropeans to come to Bengal first settled in Saptagrama in 
1537-1598 and most probably eretced a factory there, and 
established # custom house. But as Sstgaon gradually be- 
came unsuitable for their business on account of the steady 
decay of the river Saraswati, they diverted their attention 
to a neighbouring site, that of present Hooghly on the main 
channol of tht Ganges. 


The New Cities 























At the beginning the Portuguese did not permanently 
stay in Bengal. ‘They remained in Bengal during the rainy 
seasons buying and selling goods and went home to Goa when 
the rains were over. Later on the Portuguese remained for 
‘one of two years without going back and the Mahomedan 
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collector inithe district even invited them to bring their 
fathers and ervet churches. Akbar seeing the precious goods 
whieh the Portuguese used to bring to Bengnl from Borneo, 
other ports ordered the Governor under whom the 
1 then was, to xend from Satgean two leading 
he Portuguese to his Court in Agra. ‘The Portu- 
guese were not however available till the next year (1579-80) 
when two persons of that nationality under Captain 
Pedro Tavares went to Agra, Akbar was favourably 
impressed with the conduct of the Portuguese and 
bad weeral interviews with ‘Tavares. He gave 
many valuable presents and a farman permitting him 
to build a city in Bengal wherever he liked. He granted 
the Portuguese full religious liberty with leave to preach 
their religion and build churebes ond even baptize the gen- 
tiles with their consent. Besides, the Mughal officers wore 
ordered to help the Portuguewe with all materials necessary 
for the construction of their houses. 

‘Tavares returned to Hooghly in 1579-80, chose a favour- 
able site there and established the settlement which soon grew 
into the greatest centre of trade in Bengal. ‘The decline of 
Satgaon would not have probably taken place so rapidly if the 












‘There was some truth in the com- 
plaint which the Mughal officers lodged with their Emperor 
towards the end of the 16th century that the revenue of 
Satgaon was decreasing om account of the Portuguese, 

‘Whatever it might have been due to, Satgaon soon lout 
ts importance and Hooghly flourished with amazing 
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gong) and Porto Pequeno (Hooghly) that ix the great haven 
and the little haven but! there they have no Fortes nor any 
government, nor polisie us in India (they have) but live in a 
manner ike wild men and untamed horges for that every man 
doth there what he will, and every man ix Lord (and maister) 
neyther esteeme they anything of justice, whether there be 
any of none, and in this manner doe certayne Portingalles 
dwell among them some here, some there, (scattered abronde) 
and are for the most part such as dare not stay in India for 
some wickedness committed; notwithstanding there ix great 
trafficke used in those partes by diverse ships (and merchants) 
Which all the year diverse times both go to and from all the 
Oriontal ports.” ‘This information may not be exact and it 
ix quite probable that under the Governors the Portuguese 
settlement of Hooghly was an organised one. In 1580 the > 
Mughal Faujdar at Satgaon, Mirza Najat Khan, being de- 
feated by the king of Orissa near Solimabad fled to the Portu- 
gues Governor of Hooghly for protection. 

Hooghly soon rose to be '* the richest, the most flourish- 
‘ing and the most populous " of all the Portuguese settlements 
in Bengal, By this timo the greater portion of the trade in 
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consort with the Mughs committed innumerable aggressions 
‘on the eastern brinch of the Ganges.” Such were the causes 
which induced the Mughal court to take action against them, 
As a result an expedition wax sent against Hooghly in 1682 
which the Portuguese tried to resist but they: were completely 
DY Were killed, some succeeded in escaping and 
snes to Deli, and were treated as 
Portuguese were permitted to come 
back to Hooghly but they never regained their former power 
and political importance. 

‘The Duteh in the meantime had obtained a farman from 
Shab Jaban in 1625 to ervet a factory in Hooghly and to 
trade in Bengal, The Portuguese now found themselves 
unable to cormpete with them, After their defeat in 1693 
they recovered their trade to » considerable extent and ay late 
‘x 1660 they were the chief “* inbabitants of Hooghly, all of 
them rich Portuguese for in thove days they lone were allow 
ed to deal in salt throughout the province of Bengal.” But 
there were now other competitors on the seene and the 
British and Dutoh had got important commercial concessions 
which led to the rise and growth of other trading cities to the 
detriment of Hooghly. 

‘The Dutch established themselves at Chinsurah and the 
English who were till then trading in Madras and Orissa re= 
ceived a cherter from Prince Shuje, the Viceroy of Bengal in 
the middle of the 17th century, to carry on their trade in 





























HISTORY OF THE FOUNDATION OF CALCUTTA 7 


Charnock stopped at Sutanuti again to recruit provisions and 
spin out the monsoon, Charnock was superseded by Cap- 
tain Heath at about this time but after a brief withdrawal to 
Madras he with his council returned to Sutanuti for the third 
time in 1690, attracted by the generous offer of Rs. 60,000 
by way of compensation made by the new Nawab, Thrabim 
Khan, '* the most famously just and good Nawab of Bengal 

‘Thus when the Portuguese trade was on the decline and 
the Dutch trade was still in its infancy the English being 
temporarily driven out of Hooghly were attracted by the 
Village of Sutanuti and its surroundings. ‘The river Hooghly 
from early days of European trade was not navigable for 
larger vessels higher up the Adi-Ganga (Tolly's Nullah) but 
lighter craft could transport to Satgaon and other places on 
cither bank of the river the goods whieh the Portuguese dis- 
embarked at Garden Reach. ‘This transbipment probably 
helped the growth of villages in the neighbourhood of the 
place of transhipment, After the fall of Hooghly in 1682 
the native bankers (Seths) and Basaks came away from 
Hooghly and settled down in the village of Sutanuti. ‘The 
Villages in ite neighbourhood Kalikata, and Kalighat are 
mentioned for the first time towards the end of the 15th eens 
tury and were apparently not prosperous beforn the fall of 
Hooghly which diverted a number of Indian traders to this 
direction, and helped the growth of the future city of Caleutta, 


Foundation of Cateutta. 
Calcutta is situated in 29° 89° 47" North and 88° 29° 
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than four miles in width. ‘The area of the city would be 
thus a little over 30 99, miles. The river on which the city 
stands is few than half a mile in width near Howrah bridge 
but at othor places this increases neatly to a mile, From the 
north to the south of Greater Caleutta on the left bank of 
the river we find Cossipore, Calcutta proper, Maniktalla, 
~ Entally (N. B.), Ballygunge (8. E.), Kidderpore (8. W.), 
Mipore, Bhowanipur, Kalighat (S. Central) and Tollygunge 
x important centres of population, On the right bank of 
J tho Fiver arv situated Ichapur, Salkia, Howrah and Sibpore, 
‘Phe population of Calcutta is about 11,960,734, ‘The city in 
in constant communication with large towns in ite neigh 
hourhood like Serampore, Chandernagore, Hooghly, Chin 

surah ete: 

‘The present city came into exictence only towards the end 
of the 17th century. Three stnall villages, Sutanuti, Govine 
dapur and Kalikata constituted the nucle of the future 
premier city of India, If we go to still earlier times we have 
Pmictically no evidence to prove the existence of any ag 
glomeration of people worth mentioning on that side of the 
river on which Calcutta came to be founded. 

‘The name of Calcutta hax not yet been satisfactorily ex 
plained. ‘There are various theories on the origin of this 
ame and a number of explanations of the etymology of the 
name is current. One probable theory is that which tries to 
derive it from the word Kaliksetra (Kalikhetta—Kaliketta— 
Kalikata)—The namo is mentioned a« Kalikata ores 
‘time by Vipradasa in his Manasamangala (1495 A. 












de 
Ahe'e, 1500 the Atpicubar etre to Kalitta as one of the 
thre Mabals (Kaliketa was Bakoya wn maar je re 
BK, Chatterji, ina recent article hax 











HISTORY OF THE FOUNDATION OF CALCUTTA 9 


offer and decided to wettle down in Calcutta. Ho realised 
that Calcutta being nearer the sea than Hooghly, not only 
afforded better facilities for trade but also for withdrawal into 
safety in case of defeat, Its situation on the eastern bank of 
the river rendered it strategically more secure from attacks 
by Mahrattas and Mughals. ‘The place was free from poli- 
tical intrigues current in Hooghly. Yet Caloutta wax 
not then a howling wilderness. The Sethe and the 
Bosaks had already set themselves up in the place 
The pilgrim's road leading to Kali's temple (modern 
Chowringhee with its northern and southern exten- 
sions) provided ax good a communication with the ins 
terior nx wax possible in those days. Provisions were plenti- 
ful and the soil fertile, On the east it was protected from 
invasion by an extensive salt Inke. Besides. Inrge vexsels 
could reach up to it and no transhipment was necessary. The 
only diffier was that the place was swampy and unhealthy, 
All this is not merely an after-thought, Charnock seems 
to have meditated on these manifold advantages of Caleutta 
under the spreading peepal tree which stood at the junction 
of the Bowbazar Street with Lower Circular Road when in 
common with other European traders he halted on his way to 
Hooghly. Tt was the favourite Baitakkhana or rendezvous 
of all traders where they enjoyed their hookkahe in a leisurely 
way in thowe leisurely days. The historic tree stood there 
throughout the eighteenth century but was removed as Inte 
‘a8 1820 under orders of the Marquess of Hastings in conneo- 
tion with his plans for the improvement of the city. 
In 1690 Job Charnock issued a proclamation inviting 
various nationalities to come and settle in the Company's 
xemindaries—the three villages of Sutanuti, Cpe 
Govindpur. He gave them special immunities 
soilntece them to establish themselvox in the 
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at the northern extremity of the settlement, ‘The Portuguese 
and the Armenians came from Chinsurah. The Armenians 
specially, proved themselves very useful to the British, and 
afforded an excellent medium through which the English 
reached the native markets. They enioyed the privileges of 
citieens, and several of them rosp to positions of wealth and 
influence. 

Thus the establishment of the English factory at 
Calcutta of more precisely at Sutanuti was a deliberate act 
‘on the part of Charnock. Since ite foundation Charnock be- 
cume the first Governor of the establishment. But ax a 
Governor he gedually grew into an irresponsible autocent, 
He “reigned more absolutely than a Raja, only he wanted 
much of their humawity, for when any poor ignorant native 
transgremed his Jaws they were sure to. undergo a severe 
whipping for penalty and the execution was generally done 
when be was at dinner, 9 near hix dining room that the 
groans and cries of the poor delinquents served hin for 
music." He died on January 10, 1692 and was buried by 
the grave of his wife who was an Indian. His sat-inclaw 
Charles Eyre ereoted a mauscleum over the tomb which ix 
still to be found in St, John's Church-yard although not in 
ite original form. 
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and fetched Ré. 575."" On June 25, 1695 a severe storm 
+ - blew down many of the houses erected by Eyre, notably the 
*" lodging rooms "’ for the servants of the John Company. 


“ 


Growth of Cateutta. 


s administration is chiefly noted for the commence- 


ment of the Old Fort. Shova Singh, the chief of Chatwa- 
Barda in Midnapur revolted and seized Hooghly and Mur 
dabnd and prepared to advance on Sutanuti, The Nawab 
was obliged to accord the long delayed permission to the 
English ** to defend themselves."" Ax carly os 1693 Sir 
John Goldborough had selected « site for a factory and had 
enclowd it with a mud wall. The spot chosen was the 
highest piece of ground on the bank of the river which then 
flowed much further east than now, the present Strand Road 
then being part of the river bed. ‘The actual site ig now occu- 
pied by the General Post Office, the Customs House and the 
Enst India Railway House. Fortifications were hurriedly 
run up in this place and continued even after the withdrawal 
‘of Shova Singh. By January 1697 a bastion and a walled 
© enclosure were completed and ten guns were ordered from 
Madras. 
Apart from this tangible benefit the Company derived 
another and infinitely more valuable advantage from Shova 
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their ownership) was transferred to the English by a bainama 
or deed of sale dated the 10th November, 1698 and their former 
owners “‘ sold and made true and legal conveyance of the 
villoges Dihi Katkatah and Sutanuti. ind the village 
Govindapur.......-....t0 the English Company with rents and 
uncultivated lands and ponds and dues from resident artisans 
together with the lands appertaining thereto bounded by the 
‘accustomed notorious and usual boundaries.”” 

Charles Eyre after receiving his knighthood in England 
returned to the settlement as its first President in 1700. He 
hhad instructions to build a fort to be named after William 
HL. When the fort was first constructed in 1097 it bad only 
‘one bastion and that simply a square tower with thick walls 
‘constructed #0 ax ** to look like a warehouse for fear of exciting 
the jealousy of the Mogul.” ‘The settlement therofore had 
to be further fortified. 

‘Two years after the arrival of the first President, in 
1702, the President's house was commenced and the Vniow 
Jack was hoisted. Tt took four years to complete the Presi- 
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An embassy was sent from Bengal by the English to 
Delhi where it ardived on July 8, 1715, with presents of the 


value of £30,000 but it was not until January next year that 
the English agents could secure permission to see the Emperor. 


Even then the mission might have been unsuccessful had not 
Surgeon Hamilton of the embassy been permitted to attend 
the Emperor in his illness and restore him to health. At all 
events the English were granted the long desired farman but 
not Ull after a tedious delay of two long years. Surgeon 
‘Hamilton died on December 4, 1717 shortly after his success 
ful return, His memory was perpetuated in the tombstone 
of Hamilton within the Charnock mausoleum for the great 
nervice rendered by him to the cause of the English in Bengal 

‘The farman secured by Hamilton authorised the English 
to purchase 38 villages contiguous to the three villages of 
Govindapur, Sutanuti and Calcutta, Round these as a nucleus 
grew up a city providing the utmost freedom and security in 
those troublous times, ‘The land actually ocoupied was about 
2,000 sores and in ten years’ time the shipping amounted to 
fon thousand tons por annum. 
in wealth, beauty and riches, 

‘The first check to the progress of Calcutta was offered 
by the terrible storm of September 80, 1737, According to 
A contemporary account, filteen inches of rain fell in five hours 
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all traces of the batteries have vanished, ‘This is why tempo- 
rary settlers in Calcutta still call themselves ** Ditchers."” 


Conflict with the Nawab 


Of infinitely greater consequence to Caleutta and indeod 
to all India was the growing tension between the English and 
the soung Nawab Sirsj-ud-Dowla who ascended the throne 
in 1756. we latter looked with misgiving on the fortifien- 
tions which were being put up at Calcutta. But his resent 
ment broke into open hostility when the English refused to 
deliver up to him the son of his Dacea Goxernor, who bad fled 
With all his father's treasures to Calcutta to evade paying the 
Government dues to the Nawab. The English applied for 
help to the factories at Chandernagore and Chinsurah, But as 
no reinforsements arrived they prepared unaided to defend 
themselves. ‘They armed all the Europeans, native Portu- 
guese, Armenians and 1500 Hinda matehlockmen, Even 
the chaplain was enrolled ax a" Captain-Lieutenant.”” A 
store of grain and other provisions was laid in. Some forti- 
fications were hurriedly run up, as far as the shortness of time 
permitted. 

Caleutts was attacked on June 16, 1756. Nhe Nawab's 
‘army reached Chitpore where it was repulsed by the battery 


of the Baghbazar outpost. Emboklened by tho enemy’ 
retreat to Dum Dum the English burnt the bazar in front and 
to the south of the Fort on the bext day, But on the 18th 
the Nawab's army deappeared in great force and drove in the 
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Drake and othérs fled declaring that the rout was general 

‘The command now fell on a man called Holwell who with his 
little garrison continued the defence ity a most valiant manner. 
After two days’ fight the army of the Nawab was in possession 
of the Fort. All the treasures of the Fort however had already 
been removed on board the vessels. Tt wax at this time that 
the so-called Black Hole Tragedy is said to have occurred. 
Tt ix said that after the occupation of the Fort the English 
captives were left free and in comfort at first, but when some 
soldiers being drunk began to ssxault the Indians the Nawab's 
guards put them into the Fort prison which was called the 
Black Hole, « «mall cubicle 18 ft. by 14 ft. 10 inches, with 
two small grated windows, ‘The story runs that 146 prisoners 
were imprisoned in this room and when om the next morning 
the door was opened only twenty-three were found to be 
surviving. Tt is not however physically possible to eam 146 
Persons in such a small room. There are besides other reasons 
for which the story of the Tragedy bas been discarded as 
historically untrue. 

Before leaving for Murshidabad the Nawab changed the 
name of Calcutta to Alinagore and appointed a Governor who 
had his seat about three miles to the south of the Fort which 
was called then as now Alipur. Some of the buildings were 
demolished, the survivors were set at liberty and only Holwell 
and three others were taken as prisoners to Murshidabad. 

‘When the news of the fall of Calcutta on the 20th Fane 
reached Madras an avenging army was sent under Clive and 
Watson. They reached Fulta on December 20, 1756 
Clive’s troops landed op the east bank and captured 
the fortress at Bndge-Budge on the way. Admiral Watson 
sailed up and at his approach the Nawab's garrison speedil 
evacuated the Fort. On January 2, 1757 the British 
was rehoisted at Fort William. A “* consultation“ on that 
day declared the President and Council once more in posses 
sion. Clive first removed the neighbouring buildings whieh 
‘commanded the Fort, a moat 90 ft, wide and 12 ft. deop was 
dug round the Fort and other defences were alvo raised. On 
‘February 9 n treaty was conclnded with the Nawnb not only 
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restoring the status quo ante but with some added 
privileges. 

In the meantitne war having broken out between England 
and France, Clive and Watson captured Chandernagore. An 
‘open rupture followed between the English and the Nawab 
who rogarded the French as his allies. Clive wrote n strong 
letter demanding satisfaction for all past wrongs. The 
Navwob’s reply was an immediate advance of his army. Clive 
‘also sot his army in motion, making a halt at Ratwa til! Tune 
22, partly on account of a severe storm and partly to get some 

uthentio news from the Court at Murshidsbad before embark- 
ing on his desperate enterprise. 

From the moment of the retaking of Caleutta there were 
intriguers at Murshidabsd who winhed to depose Sirnj-ud~ 
Dowla and set up his uncle fer with the aid of the 
English. Clive deeided to take advantage of the intrigue and 
replace Siraj-ud-Dowla by Mir Jaffer who accordingly executed 
4 treaty with the British. Now a soon ax a reassuring letter 
came from Mir Jaffer who solemnly promised to abide by his 
treachery Clive crowed the Ganges and reached the field of 
Plassey on June 23, 1757. ‘The plan of intriguers succeeded 
and the Battle of Plassey wre won without much fight, 
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was utilised in rebuilding the city, constructing » new Fort, 
4 mint and other public buildings, Presents were heaped on 
Clive. ‘The huge economic drain on the country known as 
the * Plassey drain * which continued from 1757 to 1780 
amounted to, acoording to the latest calculation, not less than 
£38,000,000, It must be remembered in this connection 
that the purchasing power of money was then at least five 
times as high as now. 

‘The victory contributed to the growth of Calcutta. ‘The 
English were now the real king-makers in Bengal and they 
were in power without responsibility. Under such conditions 
Calcutta, which was their headquarters prospered beyond 
measure, Splendid country houses sprang up in the suburbs, 
ong at Dum Dum for Clive, another at Alipur for Hastings 
connected with Calcutta by a bridge actos Tolley’s Nallah 
and quite a number on the banks of the Hooghly giving the 
looality its name of Garden Reach. But the city wns still an 
agglomeration of palaces and hovels. A contemporary writer 
says: "The appearance of the best houses in Caloutta ix 
spoiled by the little straw hute and such sort of encumbrances 
Which are built up by the servants for themselves to sleep in, 
so that all the English part of the town is a confusion of very 
superb and very shoddy houses, dead walls, straw huts, ware- 
‘houses and I know not what.’ 









Later Growth of the City 


During the tenure of office by Warren Hastings 
both as Governor and Governor-General the city of 
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the Royal Botanic Garden at Sibpur were also laid during his 

regime, both literally and metaphorically. It was in this 

garden that Colonel Kyd made his earliest experiments with 

the transplantation of foreign plants into Bengal, wh 

ultimately sot up one of Bengal’s greatest industries, the tea 
industry. During the rule of Hastings the administration 

* came to be centralised more and more in Calcutta, He might 
not have had anything todo with the setting up of the Supreme 
Court, but it was he who removed the Khalsa or the Exchequer 
from Murahidabad to Calcutta. It was he again who abolish- 
ed the five Provincial Revenue Councils at Burdwan, Dacen, 
Dinajpur, Murshidabad and Patna and set wp the Committee 
of Revenue in Caleutta 

‘The administration of Cornwallis was mainly one of 
consolidation, He carried out many of the measures initiated 
by Hastings who had not, like Cornwallis, the power of aver~ 
riding his Council. Lord Wellesley initiated a long  pro- 
gramme of Civie reform in 1863, The City by this time bad 
considerably grown and it was necessary to make some permn~ 
nent arrangement for civic administration, 

Lord Valentia who visited Caleutta in 1803 hax left the 
following account of the improvements effected by Wellesley. 
“The town of Calcutta ix at present well worthy of being 
the seat of our Indian Government, both from its size and 
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thin as can be well conceived. Its streets are narrow and 
dirty, the houses of two stories, occasionally brick and genoral- 
ly mud, and thatched, perfectly resembling the cabins of the 
Poorest ¢laxe in Ireland. 
From this time on the progress of Calcutta is continuow: 
Tn 1813 the new charter of the Company abolished its mono- 
and permitted other people to trade in India side by aide 
With the Company on equal terms. The romlt was increased 
trade und prosperity to Cal But this was completely 
eclipsed during the crisis of 1830-1834 when five of the gront 
Agency Houses failed. Another crash came in 1847 when 
the Union Bank failed with huge commitments in the most 
diggracetul circumstances imaginable. A contemporary 
English writer was constrained to make the following remark 
*' The commercial morality of Calcutta is a bye-word in every 
Chamber of Commerce in Europe. There is almost a total 
bankruptcy of character,” 
begun in 1805, was completed in 1813, 
During this latter year wax also created the Bishopric of 
Caloutta although the first Bishop, Middleton, wax not en- 
i till a year later, ‘The foundation stone 
1 laid in 1839 and the Cathedral was conse- 
‘crated in 1847, Tn 1831 wax opened the new Mint, 
Silver Mint, the Copper Mint not being started till 1665. 
At about this time the Calcutta Tradex Association, the oldest 
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‘The Port Commissioners were instituted in 1870 and the 
* ——maslora improvements of the Port have been mostly effected 
: by this body. ‘They control the docks and jetties and many 
landing stages or ghats. They alo run an efficient Ferry 
Service to many important places in and out of Calcutta and 
Howrah. The Ferry Service carries over million passengers 
Svannually. 
me Other bodies both official and non-officinl have contri- 
4 tuted to the development of the city in many ways in recent 
years. The Calcutta Improvement Trust was formed in 
January, 112, The idea was to make arrangements for 
undertaking, on a large and long-irawn-out scale the improve- 
rent a Ue city ley opening wp congested areas, out or 
ip improving roads, providing open spaces as “ of the 
City, ereating good and cheap housing for the ae carrying 
©, Caleutta’s limits farther afield by road building etc 
‘The Trust has dove very good work since its inauguration. 
It is remarkable how they have ‘changed the face ”* of 
"i Calcutta by laying out broad streets like the Central Avenue 
~ (now called the Chittaranjan Avenue), Ne 


w. 
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section of the city in the Ballygunge ares and thus helped the 
growth of large residential areax. 

‘Thos the transfer of the capital of India to Delhi has 
not in any way impaired the importance of Calcutta as a 


‘centre of great activities. Her greatnoss is still present and 
indeed omnipresent. She hax attained her present position 


gradually through © continuous straggle of over two centuries.” 


Sho can now justly point with pride to the solid contributions 
which her sons, whether by birth or adoption, have made to 
the art, literature, seience, polition, commerce and industry 
of the entire country and to their leadership of thought. 


APPENDIX 
1 


‘The 34 villages which the English Company were per- 


mitted by the Mughal Ewperor to buy from the Zemindars 
in 1717 — 


1 On the Howrah aide of the river 
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Bogmarrey (Hagar 
Arwoaly (Ark), 
Misenpoor (Mire 
Bealda (Sealdat) 
Cooliaby (Rouliah), 

Tangarsh (Tengra) 

Sunda (Surwb) 

Hal Sundah (Bahie Surah) 

hekpares (Sheikhpare) 

Poland (Dalundn). 

Berges (Biri) 

Titola (Tujuta) 

‘Tpiah (Topsin) 

Sspiasrey (Sapguchh 

‘Chobogal (Chow bopsh) 

Cherungs (Chowringhee), 

Colimba (Colings), 

Goboru (Gob) 

Tiadokney Dand (Babir Dakshin daree). 
Sicampue (Seramnpore) 

‘Join Colimbs (Jala Colings). 
Gandnlparah (Gondolpara) 

Hintaley (Hotally) 

‘Thittpoor (Chitpor 
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CHAPTER I 


Soctat, Liter ax CaLcurta 
Religion, Caste, Literacy and Ocewpation. 


Caleutta is the meeting place of many nations and many 
roligions. Tks social life therefore is bound to bo varied and 
if we are to describe the different aspects of this 
have to take into account the variety of races living 
city, their religions, the customs peculiar to each of them 
and their traditional institutions which they have tried to 
maintain and develop since the beginning of their settlement 
in Catoutta, 

Amongst the religions professed in the city Hinduism 
and Nshoudanisn claim the Jargest number of the entire 


igi a Brahma 
samajist. Amongst the followers of Islam the number of the 
‘Sunnis is the largest and the Shiahs count only about 300 in 
number, Christianity comes third ax far ax the numerical 
rength of Ite Solowers inthe City, its eaberba' ed Spiral 
is concerned. There a followers 
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although the Brahmins are more numerous than any other 
caste people in Calcutta with its suburbs the Kayasthas take 
their place in Calcutta proper. After the Mahishyas the 
Subarna-baniks now command the largest number in Caloutta 
Proper as well as in the City with its suburbs. ‘The Brahmins, 
the Kayasthas and the Baidyas together form about 40 per 
cent of the total number of Hindus in the City. The © - 
Subarnabaniks, Shahas and Gandba-baniks who represent © 
the indigenous trading classes contribute more than 10,000 
each to the population of Calcutta proper, Besides these the © 
functional classes like Goslas, Chamars, Doms, Kalus, 
Muchis, Napits and Dhobis all contribute ax many as : 
10,000 to the total population in the city proper. Amongst 
tho cultivating classes the Mabishyas are the most numerous 
and the number of the Namasudras and Pods, though small, 
is not insignificant, Primitive peoples from Bihar and 
Orissa are very few in numbers. They are leas than 4,000 
including all their sections namely Agaria, Bahelia, Bbniya, 
Bhumij, Ghatwal, Kewat, Kharia, Munda, Oraon and Santal, 
In the population of Calcutta proper the total number of 
literate persons recorded by the Consus of 193] ix 473,589 of 
; which 111,031 are females. ‘The corresponding numbers in 
the suburbs of Caloutta are 14,062 of which 2,768 are females, 
and in Howrah city 72,569 of which 17,556 are females. 








Judging by religion and taking both sexes together the order = 
of literacy in Calcutta with ite suburbs in the 24-Parganns ix 2 
ay follows: Christians—777 per cent., Zoroastrians—71'3 

cont., Jews—093 per cent., Jains—582 per cent, | © 


: inte—S7'4 per cent., Sikhs—48 per cent., Hindus— 

| 446 por cent,, Confuciane—368 per cent., Muslime—31-0 

} and those professing tribal religions—85 por cent. 

’ ‘Phe following figures fairly represent the distribution of 
literate persons per 10,000 = 


Males: literato—4,302, 
——Titerate in 
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Females : literate—1,213. 
literate in English—832, 


Caloutta— 


Males : literate—4,358. 
literate in English—2,295. 


Females : 





Calcutta ix primarily an industrial and commercial city 
and therefore the greater partion of its population lives on 
industry, trade and commeree. Of the entire population of 
Caleutta with suburbs about 272,024 live on industry, teans- 
port and trade. As the Census reports of 1921 show, this 
number was even greater then and of the entire populstion 
which was lew in that period about 335,444 had these cal- 
lings. The remarkable decrease in this number ix apparent 
ly due to the universal depression in trade and commerce. 
‘The number of people who depend for their livelihood on 
activities relating to religion, Inw, medicine, instruction, 
letters, arts etc., and on vervice particularly in the State has 
incronsed by several thousands since 1921 but still it is not 
altogether more than $1,411 a8 the Census reports show. 


The Hindu Society in Old Calcutta. 
The early Hinds settlers of Caloutta were the Seths and 
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fore the end of the first quarter of the 19th century. Tt 
should however be noted that the Pandits of Benares tried to 
check it to some extent by issuing the religious injunction that 
widows below the age of 16, the widows who are pregnant 
and those who have little ebildren to nourish should not be 
Permitted to perform the Suttee. It seems curions that the 
largest number of Suttees used to take place in Caleutta and 
other places in its vicinity whereas the number of Suttees in 
other parts of Bengal was much less. ‘The following figures 
apperaing in the contemporary local newypapers give a pic- 
ture of it for three years : 





18518161 


Caloutta and Suburbs 283 230, an 
Dacea a ery oy 
‘Muryhidabad n 22 42 
Patna 20 20 90 
Benares - 46 Ld 100 


‘Amongst the European visitors Valentin in 1677 and 

Hamilton in 1727 wrote about the practicn of Suttee from 

personal observation. It was in 1820 that Raja Rammohan 

Ray in face of some opposition from the orthodox Hindw 

society moved the Government of Lord William Bentinck to 
this practice by legislation, 

ze ‘The places ores attraction in the Hindu Society of 
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** His appreciation of fine arts, music in particular, 
in every way worthy of himself. Hara Thakur and Nitai 
Das, well-known os composers of songs, were his proteges and 


he introduced in Caleutta society and popularised the nautch 
It is Bainauteh. The songs of Kabis were a favourite 
entertainment of Hindu society. They were a curious illus 
tration of the blended powers of metrieal composition and 
controversy; songs composed by one person or party and sung 
before an assembly were then and there answered by another. 
‘The answer bronght a reply and so the song duel went on till 
one side was fairly exhausted......Of another kind of musical 
entertainment known as Akhrai, the Mabaraja was a dis 
tinguished and probably the first patron. Kului Chandra Sen 
who wax not only competent in Akhrai but probably ita 
founder, received rest encouragement. A cousin of Kului 
Ram Nidhi Gupta—popularly known as Nidhoo Babu, made 
great improvement in the art. Distinguished musicians, 
singers and players on instruments came to him attracted by 
his fame ax a votary of Muses and none went disappointed,”” 
Such were the ways of the aristocratic Hinda society in 
Coloutta and those who were equally enlightened followed the 
vame customs. The patronage of tho Zemindars, in fact, 
kept the art and literature of the country living. When these 
functions used to take place in the houses of the rich 
the public were not excluded from the and had a conaider- 
able share in the enjoyment. 
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Jar house the attraction of any novelty may be found but 
from a cursory view we fear that the chief singers Nik-hee 
and Ashroon, who are engaged by Neel Munee Mullick and 
Raja Ram Chander, are still without rivals in melody and 
. A woman, named Zeenut, who belongs to Benares, 
performs at the house of Bude Nath Baboo, in Joro Sanko. 
Report speaks highly of a young damsel, named Fyz Boksh 
who performs at the house of Goroo Persind Bho 
Besides these amusetnents the indigenous dramatic per- 
formances called Yatra were also very popular, These Yatras 
which still survive have more or less @ religious character and 
deal with classical topics. They are less dramatic in character. 
Tho modern Bengali drama came into being under western 
influence between 1852 and 1872, In the first stage remark- 
able attempts were made by some Bengali gentlemen of social 
standing to have their own theatres for amusement of their 
friends. On December 28, 1831 the Hindu Theatre was 
started by Praxanoa Kumar Tagore. A theatre belonging 
to Nabin Chandra Basu, a wealthy resident of Shyambazar 
ly om 1833 and in 1835 it staged a dramatic 
From 1852 more systematic at- 
1d the Bengali stage and 
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over India and the Hindi invocation Bam Kali Kalkattawali 
paints out how widely the Goddess of Kalighat is esteemed 
‘even in Northern India. 

On account of the importance of the place in the eye of 
the public even the Kast India Company used to pay rempocts 
to the shrine. It is said that in their earlier days the Com- 
In the Life and Times 

man and Want it is said: “* Last week a 
deputation from the Government went in procession to Ki 
ghat and made  thank-offering to this Goddess of the Hindus, 
in the name of the Company, for the success which the Eng- 
lish havo lately obtained in this country. Five thousand 
Rupees were offered. Several thousand natives witnossed 
the English presenting their offerings to thie idol.” 

A contemporary account says: "The daily offerings to 
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age when communication with their motherland was not +0 
brisk and the Europeans were placed in a country where they 
Wero practically isolated from the people and had to comma- 
nicate with them only in matters of business. Besides in 
order to be acclimatixed in the tropical climate of the country 
they had to change somo of their habits. ‘The Home 
Government did what they could to restrain the licentious- 
ness of their servants abroad. They sent out strict roles for 
the conduct of their subordinates and directed that hardened 
‘offenders whould be at once sent home, They also directed the 
use of a form of prayer, heseeching God that ‘there Indian 
nations, amongst whom we dwell, secing our sober and righte- 
‘ous conversation, may be induced to have a just esteem for our 
most holy profession of the Gospel,” "* 

Even European writers admit that the early state of 
European society in Calcutta did not represent a high state of 
morality. ‘The following satirical sketch published in 
Hickey’s Gazette in 1780 gives a picture af the society of 
those day : 


What is commerce? 


ee re 


‘What is the most cardinal virtue? 
Riches. 

‘What in tho amor patrae? 
Amor su, 


What is fravd? 
Detection, 


2O PO Fe 


What in besuty? 
Paint. 
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@ What are public taxes? 
‘A. Pack saildlew 


Q Who are the people? 
AL Nobody, 


‘The following published in a Calcutta newspaper in 1781 
tells the same story : 


Warren, 


A revolution not to bribe, or « determnation not to be bribed. 
Lont—the dignity of high life im ioattention to taiflos. 
Stolen—into the countes, the inhabitants of the Esplanade. 
Op walo—For ready money yor ought to be purchased by 

wert only. 








‘The first English settlement in Calcutta is aecompanicd 
with & romance. Sometime in the year 1678 Charnock who 
was walking about the banks of the river at Hooghly observed 
a young Hinda widow of beautiful aspect, gorgeously arrayed, 
proceeding towards the funeral pyre of her aged husband, 
‘Whe too susceptible Charnock beearne smitten with ber 
charms and as she appeared to be reluctant Gere 
lhe with soto assistance rescued her, took her to 
sd tha’ Veen bit wile ea oes Aleph 
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suggests the following ‘* Guides to health "—“' The gontle- 
men are particularly entreated not to eat above four pounds 
of solids at a meal, or drink above six bottles of claret, 
Dancing will be extremely fatal to the Indies, if taken more 
than three times a week, and they are positively forbid to wear 
full drosses of cither satin of velvet, until the Ist November."* 

A French scientist, Vietor Jncquemont, who was in 
Calcutta in 1829, speaks about the daily habits of the English 
in Caloutta in the following terms : 

** All around me take three meals a day and religiously 
abstain from mixing water with the most spirituous wines 
coming from Spain and Portugal. ‘Then when it becomes 
cool with the nightfall they get on horseback and both young 
and old gallop for several hours like automatons without any 
purpose. They come back home all in sweat and for having 
an casy and light night sit at the table where they remain for 
two hours and retire only for going to bed. ‘There is much of 
stupidity in this exhibition of manliness which the English 
think themselves obliged to make.”” 

Tn other’placea of his account Jacquemont strongly 
speaks of the intemperance, love of luxury, absence of social 
virtues and vanity being the characteristics of the Anglo- 
Tndian society of Calcutta. 

" ‘The rage for smoking,’* wrote a conteruporary chro- 
nicler in 1789 ™ extends even to ladies; and the highest com- 
pliment they can pay a man is to give him preference by 
smoking her hookkah."* ‘To continue in the words of another 

chronicler * the custom of reposing if not sleep 
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calls to make and a party waiting for her at homo besides. 

Gentlemen also call to offer their respects and if asked 

down their hats, it is considered as an invitation to supper. 
From a letter written by Cornwallis to his son at Eton 


We get a glimpse of the daily habits of an Englishman in 
Calcutta in his days: T get on horseback inst ax the dawn 
of day begins to appear, ride on the same road and the same 
distance, pss the whole forenoon after my return from. rid= 
ding in doing business......drive ont in a phaeton a little bo- 
fore sunset, then write or read over letters or papers on 
business for two hours, sit down at nine.,.to somo fruit or 
biscuit and go to bed after the elock strikes ten." Public 
ceremonies were held in the mornings, Tt was the custom of 
Cornwallis who did not set much store by formalities, to give 
the word of command, ** off coats" as soon as he sat down 
to table, in order to make his guests more comfortable, 
Calcutta society in those days was fall of gaiety and there 
‘was no dearth of amusements, Billineds were then as now a 
favourite game, "* 
blood in perpetual fever. 
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sometimes extending to upward of a hundred feet in length 
and not more than eight feet in breadth, they are always pad- 
dled, wometimes by forty men and are stecred by a large 
padidlo from the stern, whieh is either in the shape of a pan 
cock, # snake or sometimes other animals, the paddles are 
directed by @ man who stands up and sometimes makes use af 
® branch of a plant to regulate their motion, using much 
gexticulation and tolling stories to excite either laughter or 
exertion, Tn one part of the stern is a canopy supported by 
Pillars on which are seated the owner and his friends, who 
Partake of the refreshing breeze of the evening. ‘These boats 
are very expensive, owing to the beautiful decorations of 
painted and gilt ornaments, which are highly varnished and 
exhibit 4 considerable degree of taste." An account of War- 
ron Hastings’ trip to the sagaur says ** their budgerows wore 
well stored with provisions, and every requisite ete.; so with 
pondants flying, and bands of music to the last man and ins» 
trument to be found in Calcutta. they attended him to 
Sogaur, the extremity of the river.’ Lord Wellesley’s state 
barge ix desoribed in 1803 ax“ richly ornamented with green 
and gold, its head @ spread eagle gilt, its stern a tiger's head 
and body, the centre would convey twenty people with ease." 

‘The high officials in those days used to live in greater 
luxury than wax possible later. An immense number of ser~ 
vants was kept in addition to slaves. ‘‘ One hundred and 
ten servants to wait upon a family of four people," writes 
Macrabie, Secretary and brother-in-law of Francis, “* and yet 
Provious to the Battle of Plassey (1757) there wax bard- 
ly any metalled road in Calcutta. This is why carriages 
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would give ® ball to the gentlemen and ladies of the settle- 
mont, Lotteries were then the order of the day. 

IWhns been stated by more than one traveller that Eng- 
lish settlers of those days were hospitable. ccount of 
travels (1760—1765) it ix observed: ** There is no part of 
the world where people part with their money to assist enoh 
other so freely as the English in India.’* ‘The guests used to 
bo treated sumptuoasly as is proved by the following account 
"Breakfast ix desoribed ax the only deyage men}, every one 
ordering what is most agreeable to their choice and in a 
undress chatting a la volonte, whilst on the contrary, dinner, 
tea and supper are kinds of State levees. At twelve a repnst, 
is introduced: consisting of cold ham, ehicken and coli shrub, 
Supper was light at 10 o'clock, @ glass or two of light wine 
with crust, cheese, then the hookkals and bed by 11. Lord 
Cornveallis on the New Year's Day 1780 invited a party to 
dinner at 3} at the Old Court Howe. Turtle and turkey: 
courted the acceptance of the guest, a ball opened at 9} in 
evening, supper at 12, they broke 
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cription. ‘The theatre was performed by amateur actors. AY 
ball rooms was attached to the theatre. 


The Portuguese in Calcutta, 


Some of the Portuguese of Hooghly followed Job 
Charnock to Calcutta. ‘They were given a plot of Innd at the 
site of the Old Fort for the purpose of erecting a chnpel, ‘The 
Augustinians immediately built a wooden chapel on the spot 
but it was pulled down in 1693 by the order of Sir Jobn 
Goldeborough, the Chief Governor of the East India Com- 
pany. The chapel was rebuilt in brick in 1700 further away 
from the old chapel in Murghihatta where the Cathedral now 
stands. In 1720 the Chapel was enlarged under the diree- 
tion of the Vicar, I was ransacked in 1756 by the Nawab 
but the Chapel was saved. Towards the end of the 18th 
century the Catholic community in Caloutta was growing and 
the need for a bigger Church was felt, ‘The new Churol 
which still stands was therofore constructed in 1797. 

The , their descendants and converts who 
were first settled in Murghibatta subsequently dispersed to 
‘other parts of Calcutta. A number of them lived in the 





our Lady of Dolours, was constructed in 1809-10, 
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“be wax appointed professor in the Hindu College, now the 
Presidency College. He was a remarkably snecessful tencher 
and taught literature, history and philosophy. He '* pos- 
sesned the rare power of weaving interest around any subject 
he taught." He was loved by his Indian students many of 
whom became very distinguished mon of Bengal 
Worked for the emancipation of Hindu society and instilled 
into his pupils the ideals of liberalism and taught them to 
think for themselves.” This brought in difficulties and 
Derosio was compelled to resign, mupila still loved 
to receive instructions from him as they did before, It has 
been justly said about him **the gifted Eurasian teacher, 
philosopher and poet, during the short period of his connection 
with the Hindu College did more t icken and impel 
the thought of Young India th hen living or sinew 
dead.” He was an eloquent orator and had a remarkable 
journalistic career. He died in 1831 at the early age of 23 
deeply mourned by his friends and admirers. 


















‘The Bast and the West 


No healthy contact between the European and Hindu 
sooiety took place before the end of the cightcenth century. 
‘The necessity of a better understanding between the two 
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pointed out to the Governor-General, Lord Cornwallis, the 
erying need of a digest of Hindu and Mahomedan Laws. Aw 
soon as the necessary sanction was given by the Government 
Tones entered upon this colosal task, and carefully sclectod 
@ number of Hinda and Mahomedan scholars to axsist him in 
his work. The work wax not finished during his lifetime. 
‘They were completed through the efforts of Colobrooko, The 
Mahomedon Law of Inheritance was published in 1792 and 
the Ordinances of Manu in 1794 

‘The tradition of Sir William Jones wax followed for 
some time by Orientalists like Colebrooke, Wilson and others 
who tried to come into closer touch with the Indian scholars 
to be able to understand better their culture, A real necessity 
was felt by the authorities to train the English civilians in 
the language and the literature of the ocuntry and for that 
Purpose the College of Fort William was started in 1800. 

The people of the country on the other hand began to 

apprecinte better the value of European civilization 
through the efforts of people like Rev. Alexander Duff, David 
Hare, Derozio and Captain D. 1, Richardson. As teachers 
they not only aroused a genuine interest of English 
literature in the Bengali students but won them over to their 
side by establishing bonds of real love and affection 
Alexander Duff reached Calcutta in 1830 and opened an Tns- 
titution in the ame yar for the propagation of the Gospel 
through education on Western tines through the medium of 
English, ‘This was the General Assembly's Tnstitution. On 
aecount of unavoidable circumstances he left this Institution 
in 1834 and founded another College called the College of the 
Church of Scotland. The two colleges were however amal- 
gamated in 1908 as the ‘Scottish Churchos College.’ 
started the first Institution with 7 students but the ni umber 
soon swelled to 1,200, Ho also opened a girls’ School in 
1857. David Hare was practically the father of Indian 
Cae pada a ol ces erase era ail 
loving teacher. Captain Richardson came to Tndia in 
was, jinted Principal of the Hindu College and served 
as a military officer but gave up his office ax an invalid. He 











40. CALCUTTA PAST AND PRESENT 


“was the Principal of various colleges til] 1861, ‘* Ho was a 
kympathotic tutor, absolutely devoid of any race prejudice and 
wus on ferme of intimacy with many leading Indians of Cal- 
cutta. It was he who created a genuine taste in Bengali 
‘students for the literary treasures of the West 

At about the same time various missionary societies 
were makin i effort to give the people education 
‘on Western lines. Towards the close of the Inst century they 
were tesching sbout 120,000 papils in the country and it was 
nearly five times the number of students in the Government 
institutions. 

Social intercourse between the European and the Indian 
society was not wholly lacking. When the first Bengali plays 
were being staged through the efforts of wealthy Indian 
gentlemen the audience was a mixed one. Many European 
gentlemen were invited to witness the performances and the 
band from the Fort William offen played the Orchestra, 
When a play had been stayed in the house of the Paikpara 
Raj in 1858 Sir Frederick Halliday, the Lieut..Governor of 
Bengal attended with his family and there were besides many 
English ladies amongst the guests invited. One of the actors 
was warmly congratulated by Sir Frederick. 

Englishmen also sometimes fought to remove the just 
grievances af the Indians. 
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‘Through the activities of the missionaries a number of 
young men with brilliant prospects were converted to 
Christianity. But there was no further progress in this direo- 
tion after sometime on account of the reactionary movements 
in the Hindu society itself and a closer contact between the 
Enst and the West gave rise to other movements. 


New religious movements. 


Western influence on the Hindu society manifested itself 






in various ways. It indirectly contributed to the rise of the 
Brahma Samaj Movement which was started by Roja Ram 
Mohan Ray. Ram Mohan was in Caloutta from 1814 to 1830, 
‘Ho was not only an advocate of English education but also at 
the root of several reformist movements, both social and poli- 
tical. In respect of religion he was anxious to introduce a 
new mode of worhsip in the Hindu religion, ‘* He was 
‘opposed to the conventional Hindu worship of gods and god- 
esses, opposed to the caste system, opposed to Suttoo which 
he helped to abolish, He was a Vedantist and his years of 
stay at Caloutta were occupied with preaching the monotheis- 
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the ‘ Brahma Samaj of India.” Branches of this Samaj wore 
founded in different parts of India. In 1878 a large body of 
prominent Brahmas separated form Keshab Chandra and 
founded the * Sadbaran Brakima Samaj * on more democratic 
lines. ‘This Samaj now claims the lorgest number of 
followers. 
The conversion of some of the best young men of the 
country to Christianity and the foundation of the Brahma 
Samaj had their reactions in the orthodox Hindu society. 
‘The powerful guardians of orthodox Hinduism were men like 
Kanta Dev and Ram Kamal Sen, ‘Thus in the 
eoting of the foundation of the Hindu College the 
orthodox Hindu members refused to work with Raja Ram 
Mohan Ray who was thus compelled to withdraw from the 
Commitice. Opposition wax alvo offered to the Christian 
Missionaries and papers were started for that purpose, 
Derozio was removed from the staff of the Hinda College 
because his teachings bad begun to revolutionize the thoughts 
of the Hindu boys. Various religious societies were oon 
founded. In 1830 the Dharma Sabha was established under 
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awakening in the hearts of the Bengali youth a consciousness 
of their ancient religious eulture and a’ sense of duty and 
tesponsibility to their spiritual heritage, ‘The Rambrishna 
Mission was started by him in 18%) and there are now more 
than 100 branches of this mission al 

The Arya Samaj has very little following either in Cal- 
cutta or in other parts of Bengal, In recent years the Hindu 
Sabha and the Hind Mission have been very active parti« 
culurly amongst the ‘ untouchables” and the immigrant 
Primitive population in some of the Bengal districts but it in 
still impossible to estimate the effect of their movements 


ingst the people. 











Netwe Social Movements, 





jew social movements which were started in the 
19th century we have already mentioned the attempt made 
by Raja Ram Mohsn Ray for the abolition of the Suttec. 
The next social movement which agitated the Hindu society 
to a greater extent was the widoweremarringe movement. 
As carly ax 1845 Moti Lal Sil promised to make a gift of 

10,000 to any Hindu who would volunteer to marry a 
widow of his own faith. His appeal to the orthodox section 
‘of the Hindu society met with « strong rebuff. But when 
Pandit Tnwar Chandra Vidyasagar, a man who was widely 
respected, appeared on the scene Hindu mociety could not 
brush aside the problem #0 easily. Vidyasagar came out with 
a book in support of widow-remarriage. Petitions con- 
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‘Vidyasagar was also instrumental in starting a campaign 
for the abolition of polygamy which had been the curse of 
Kolinism in Bengal. In this campaign he was joined by 
others and in 1855 some leading men of Calentta and its 
‘suburbs submitted a joint petition to the Legislative Council 
for an act against the institution of polygamy. Similar 
petitions were also submitted by orthodox Pandits, 
Government did not take any action but within a short period 
the movement succeeded in changing the views af the people 
altogether in the matter, Education and economic condition 
also helped considerably in eradicating the evil. Polygamy 
at present is practically unheard of amongst the Hindus. 








CHAPTER TIT 
GnowrH or Catcurta as 4 Cextne or Epvcarion. 
Iniligenous System of Education, 


The details collected at the beginning of the 19th century 
through efforts of some ol appointed by the Government 
show that the percentage of literate people in Bengal was not 
nogligible. According to the estimate of Rev. Adam (1835) 
‘the number of indigenous schools in Bengal and Bihar was 
something over 100,000, ‘The calculation was approxim: 
‘but Adam recorded that ‘* the system of village schools 
extensively prevalent, that the desire to give education to their 
male children must be deoply eeated in the minds of parents, 
‘even of the humblest classes, and that these are the institu- 
tions, closely inter-woven as they are with the habits of the 
people and the customs of the country.” 

The number of these indigenous schools in Calcutta was 
considerable. A minute enquiry instituted in 1818-19 by the 
Calcutta Schoo! Society showed that within the legal limits of 
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School Society was started in 1818 with the object of n= 
couraging the vernacular education already prevalent in the 
country. The improvements introduced by it were various : 
* Printed instead of manuscript school-books are now in 
common use, The branches formerly taught are now taught 
more thoroughly, and instruction is extended to subjects 
formerly noglec the orthography of the Bengali lan- 
guage, geography and moral truths and obligations. ‘The 
mode of instruction has improved. Formerly the pupils were 
arranged in different divisions according as they were learning 
to write on the ground with chalk, on the pal-leaf, on the 
plaintainsleaf, and on paper respectively, and each boy was 
taught separately by the school-master ia a distinct lesson. 
‘The aystem of teaching with the assistance of monitors, and 
of arranging the boys in classes, formed with reference to 
similarity of ability or proficiency, has been adopted. 

‘The Society further organised a system of wuperintend= 
ence by the appointment of Pundit and a Sirear to each of 
the four divisions into which the schools were divided. It 
alvo arranged for examinations both public and private. The 
meawures adopted by the Society for the improvement of 
schools received special approbation from the Court of Directors 
and the Society was giver a grant from the Government, 
‘The activities of the Society, however, became very limited 
wince 1833, 

‘The number of Institutions of Hindu learning in Caloutta 
and the district of 24-Parganahs was considerable. The 
‘nutmbor of such institutions in Calcutta in 1818 was 28 which 
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Mr. Ward says that 173 students were actually getting 
their training in these colleges. 

Hamilton states in 1801 that within the limite of 24 
Parganahs excluding Calcutta there were abont 190 Seminaries 
in which Hindu Law, Grammar and Metaphysics were 
taught. ‘These institutions were maintained by the voluntary 
contributions of rich Hindus and the produce of charity lands, 
the total annual expense being Rs. 19,500, 

Adam after making a thorough investigation into the 
condition of education in Caleutta and the different districts of 
Bengal submitted to the Government that the “ existing 
native institutions from the highest to the lawest, of all kinds 
and clases, were the fittest means to be employed for raising 
‘and improving the character of the people—that to. employ 
{hose institutions for such a purpose would bo the siruplest, 
tho safest, the most popular, the most economical, and os 
iia reece etiam jay emi 80 the catire 
which it needs on the subject of education, and adie 
the exertion of the natives themselves for their own improve- 

which all other means must be unavailing.’ 
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Te was rather unfortunate that Adam's recommendation 
based on very sober judgments was rejected by the Calcutta 
Council of Education as “* almost impracticable." ‘The 
Council was of opinion that “efforts should be at first con 
eentrated to the chief towns or Sudder stations of districts, 
and to the improvement of education among the higher and 
middling classes of the population."* 

‘Mr, Adatn resigned his office in disgust and the number 
of vernacular schools in the country gradually dwindled away 
for want of support, ‘The effect of this negligence was #0 
far-reaching on the literacy of the country that when an 
estimate of it was taken by the Inspector of Schools in 1861 
it was found out that about three persons only per every 
hundred in the country were literate, Various efforts were 
subsequently made to improve the condition of vernacular 
whools but to no appreciable effect. 

‘The first Government College to be started was the 
Calcutta Madrasa, Tt was founded by Warren Hastings 
with the object of imparting instructicn in Arabic as 
well as Persian. Persian was still the court language of the 
country. Public help was not wanting in financing the 
Tustitution ax Maharaja Nobokisen came forward with the 
handvome donation of Rs. 300,000. The Caloutta Madrasa 
in still perpetuating its old traditions. It still affords Mosler 
students not only of Bengal but also of other Provinces facili- 
ties for instruction in advanced Islamic courses. 

Warron Hastings was willing to accord the same patron- 
age to the Hindu Pandits. But the Sanskrit College was not 
founded till 1824 when Lord Amberst became the Governor- 
General. But more important measures were taken in the 
‘meantime to introduce English education to the youth of the 
country. 
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his views in a minuto dated the 2nd February, 1835 in the 
following manner : "* think it is elear that we are not fettered 
by the Act of Parliament of 1813, that we are not fettored by 
any pledges expressed or implied, that we are free to employ 
our funds as we choose, that we ought to employ them in 
teaching what is best worth knowing, that English is better 
worth knowing than Sanskrit or Arabic, that the natives are 
desirous to be taught English and are not desirous to be taught 
Sanskrit or Arabic, that neither as the language of law, nor 
as the language of religion has the Sanskrit or Arabic. any 
Peculiar claim on our encouragement, that it ix posible to 
make the natives of this country thoroughly good an 
scholars, that to this end our efforts ought to be directed.”* 





As early ay 1823 Raja Ram Moban Ray had made o 
similar suggestion to Lord Amberst in an open letter, He 
roxented the Government measure of establishing a new 
Sanskrit School at Calcutta of the old type and recommended 
4 more liberal and enlightened educational policy to the Gove 
ernment '* embracing Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, 
Chemistry, Anatomy, with other useful Sciences. nploy- 
ing a fow gentlemen of talent and learning educated in Europe 
nd providing a College furnished with necessary books, 
instruments and other apparatus."’ ‘The Government how- 
over did not move in the matter till 1835 when Macaulay sent 
his famous minute. 


On the 7th March, 1835 the Governor-General in Couneil 
passed a resolution directing that all available funds should 
be henceforth employed for imparting to the native population 











deci was taken to deprive the country of national 
ea new syntem af education was imposed on them 
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‘The College of Fort William was established in 1800 for 
the study and training of civilians from * Hore * in the tan- 
guftige and literature of the country where they were to work. 
Since then it became incumbent on the Civilians to pass an 
examination in the laws and regulations and the languages of 
the country. Reverend William Carey was appointed teacher 
of the Bengali and Sanskrit langunges in April 1801. Besides 
Rev. Carey a nutber of Pandits were employed in the Bengali 
dopartmont during the first eighteen years of the existenco 
of the College. A number of text-books in Rengali were 
composed and published and besides Grammar and Dietion- 

of the Bengali language by Rev. Carey himself. 

Several schools on western models came into existence 
through private efforts at about the same time. About 1780 
‘one Mr. Hodges advertised a school near the Armenian Churelt 

reading and needle-work, A "* Boys’ boarding 
* beyond Chitpore Bridge was advertised by another, 
In 1781 Mr. Griffith had @ boarding schoo! in his garden house 
near Baitakkhana, A school for boys was opened by Mr. 
Archer in 1800 and his effort met with success. Other schools, 
Farell's Seminary and the Dharamtallah Academy, came into 
existence about the same time. ‘Tho founders of these schools 
showed the way and » number of other schools on the same 
model was soon started, through the efforts of enterprising 
individuals. ‘The Oriental Seminary was established in 1823 
and it gave sound English education unalloyed by missionary 
influences. Derozio received his lessons there. 


Mahavidyalaya, 
on the 17th January, 1817 Zh 
and industry of David Hare and Raja Ran 
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the erection of the Sanskrit College building. In 1825 the 
college was subjected to the supervision of the President, 
Committee of Education. The subsequent career of the 
Institution was glorious. Its boys became the pioneers of all 
movements which agitated the country. In 1855 the College 
was taken over by the Government, ite name changed into 
™* Proaideney College" and chairs for moral and mental 
philovophy, logic, natural history, astronomy, and geology 
were established, 

‘The education of girls was not entirely neglected when 
the indigenous system of education was prevalent in the 
country. But no serious step was taken to impart education 
‘on western littes to the girls before the beginning of the 19th 
century. Some girls’ schools had already beon founded in 
Coleutta through private efforts in the last quarter of the 18th 
century but they were mostly meant for European girls, In 
1819 the Calcutta Juvenile Society was founded for supporting 
the Bengali Female Schools, Tt established within a short 
time a full-fledged girls’ school and began to give instruction 
in roading, writing and needle-work. In 1822 the Ladies’ 
Society for native female education was established. 

E, Drinkwater Bethune was instrumental in giving 
‘real start to female education in Bengal. A girls’ school 
named after him was founded in 1849. Some of the leading 














Since the institution of the present system of education 
in the Province the number of schools both primary and 
secondary has steadily grown, But the state of 
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within the city. Some of the sounicipalities in the districts 
haye also contributed in no negligible manner to the spread 
‘of elucation for sometime past. According to the Govern- 
mént report the number of primary schools for boys and girls 
in 1935-96 fell from 64,309 to 62,150, But the number of 
pupils attending primary schools of all types rose from 
2,078,079 to 2.1144 As far a Calentta ix concerned 
there were on the Sst March 1936 about 512 primary schools 
of which 230 are managed by the Corporation. Amongst the 
primary schools in the Province there are about 880 night 
schools attended by 24,623 pupils and 354 contisuation schools 
with 8,298 pupils. 

There are at present about 122 High English schools in 
Calcutta whieh provide Secondary Education to the boys. 
Amongst these 60 schools are fully recognised whereas the 
remaining 62 have been provisionally recognised by the 
University of Calcutta. Some of these schools, we have seen, 
fare very old Institutions which were founded even before the 
creation of the University. 








Presidency College, 


‘The Presidency College wax formally established on the 
Wth of June, 1855, under orders {rom the Honourable the 
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Presideney College is thus in its beginnings carried back 
to the first efforts to promote liberal education in British Indio, 
and is axsociated with David Hare and Haja Ram Mohan Roy, 
who were inspirers of the movement which led to the founda- 
tion of the Hindu College. 

From 1855 to 1910 the Presidency College was adminis: 
tered by the Education Department under the Director of 
Public Instruction, Bengal. In 1909 a Governing Body was 
constituted in accordance with Chapter XIX of the University 
Regulations, and met for the first time on ‘Tuesday, the 8th 
of March, 1910, 

Post-graduate teaching ix now under the control of the 
University, but several members of the college staff are also 
Post-graduate Lecturers, ‘There ix a total accommodation 
for 1,200 students in the college of whom 960 are uader= 
graduate, of these 460 are Arts and 600 Science students. 
‘The actual numerical strength of students in 1198-39 was 
1,063. ‘The Library contains about 49,000 volumes, 


St. Xavier's College. 


St. Xavier's College, which is under the direetion of the 
Society of Jesus, wav established in 1860 in an imposing 
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for nearly 40 years was a gerat pioneer of science 
teaching in Caicutta—a popular lecturer _ universally 
esteemed, always the first to acquaint the public with 
thé atest inventions, With the help of numerous friends, 
chietly from among the Indian nobility. he succeeded in getting 
together a fine collection of Physical Science apparatus. 
Since his death in 1908, the laboratories have steadily. ex 
panded, ond a voriety of new apparatus, including a large 
‘wireless installation, has been added to the existing collection. 

‘The College is fortunate in possessing an Astronomical 
Observatory, rich in instruments of great value. Ite 9 inch 
reftaeting equatorial and ite 10 inch reflector rank among 
the largest telescopes in India. ‘The Observatory affords a 
1H opportunity to students for acquiring a taste for expe- 
rimental Astronomy, 

For nearly 50 years the late Fr. Francotte enjoyed a wide 
teputation for his meteorological work; but since his death 
in 1923, the Meteorological Observatory hns been closed. 

The various libraries in the College contain together 
nearly 27,000 books. ‘The most remarkable is the Goethals’ 
Indian Library with about 8,000 volumes, collected by tho 
Inte Dr. P. Goethals, Archbishop of Calcutta, and bequeathed 
to the College, ‘The books dating from the Portuguese and 
Dutch periods form a unique treasure, as also the numerous 
plates—coloured, photographic or engraved—on 
Ethnology, Botany, Scenery, ete. 


The Scottish Church College. 
‘The history of this College, which is situated in Corn- 
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sionaries and one that has done much for the spread of educa- 
tion among Indians. Its hostels are also well managed, and 
special attention is paid to athletics. The College provides 
for co-edueation and the total number of its students in 1938 


was about 1,346, ‘The College Library contains about 16,000 
volumes, 


Sanskrit College. 


‘The College was founded in 1824 for the encouragement 
of the study of Sanskrit language and literature and the eulti- 
vation of European literature and Science. It ix thus one of 
the oldest Government Institutions, Tt was connected with 
scholars like Inwar Chandra Vidyasagar, Mahesh Chandra 
Nyayaratnn ond Haraprisad Shastri. ‘The College section ix 
affiliated up to the B.A. standard. The Oriental Department 
of tho College propares pupils for the First, Second and ‘Title 
Examinations of the Bengal Sanskrit Association, A special 
clas has been opened for teaching the Vedas and the salary 
of the Professor is met from a special fund called the Dwarka- 
nath Pal and Madhabchandra Giri funds. 





Bethune College. 
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Afilinted to the University in 1888. The College Department 

is affiliated up to the standard of Intermediate Arts and Science 

and B.A. The numerical strength of the students in the 
« College in 1938 was 336. 


Vidyasagar College. 


‘The Vidyasagar College was originally founded in 1859 
under the name of Caleutta Training Sehool. It continued 
its existence in the ame condition up to 1862 under the 
of its founders, In 1864 the management 
rely oo Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar and 
the name" Metropolitan Institution "” was substituted for 
the old name. In the years 1872 and 1879 the College was 
affiliated to the Caloutta University first to the standard of an 
Intermediate college and then ax a First grade college. ‘The 
Institution in its present form was the handiwork of Pandit 
Inwar Chandea Vidyasagar. Tt was the first attempt to impart 
high education to middle class Hindus at a small cost. The 








standards of Intermediate Arts and Science, B.A., B.8e., 
and B.Com. ‘The number of students in the College in 
1935-30 was 4150, and is thus the largest in any college in 
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of race, ereed or caste. The number of students in 1938-39 
‘was 1322 of which 14 were women. The College is affiliated 
to the standards of Intermediate Science and Arts, B.A. and 
B.Sc. 


Ripon College. 


‘Tho Institution was originally established as » school in 
1880. It continued for two years under the management of 
4 Committee and in 1582 the management entirely passed 
into the hands of Sir Surendranath Banerjee, who thus became 
the sole proprietor of the Institution. By 1884 it became « 
first grade College and it ix now affiliated to the standards ot 
Intermediate Science, B.A., B.Sc, and B.L. ‘The number 
of students in 1938-39 was 2858, 





Bangabasi College, 


‘The College grew out of the Bangabasi School which was 
founded in 1885. The College was formally affilinted in 
1887, ‘The administrative control of the Institution is entire- 
ly in the hands of a Governing Body of 12 members of which 
the Principal is the Secretary. The financial control is vested 
in the Governing Body subject only to the approval of its 
‘Trustees. The college is now affiliated to the standards of 
Intermediate Arts, Science, B.A. and B.Se. The numerical 
strength of students is about 1 


it. Paul's Cathedral Mixsion College (C. M. 8. College). 


‘The College was originally founded in 1865 as 
Cathedral Misvion College at 22 Mirzapore Street. It was 
refounded in 1809 under the name of Church Missionary 
Society's College. The Ging avd tots pont premises 
at 33 Amberst Street in 1905. It was raised to the B.A. 

the name adopted in 1914. Bot the 
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Loreto House. 


‘The Institution was established under the direction of the 
« Loreto Sisters with the object of imparting to Catholic youthy 
4 sound religious and moral training combined with insteuc- 
tion in every branch of secular knowledge suited to their 
position, ‘The Institution includes four departments: a 
College Department, Teachers’ Training Department, School 
and Kindergarten Department, conducted according to the 
principles laid down by the National Froebel Union for 
Kindergarten teachers. ‘The College Department ix affiliated 
to the Calcutta University up to the standards of ILA., L.T. 
B.A. and BLT. 





Aautosh College, 


‘The College was started in 1874 by the local public at 
the instance of the authorities of the South Suburban School, 
‘The College was however affiliated for the first time as late 
‘a8 1916 as it had to get over certain difficulties pat in its way 
by the Government. ‘The College was first started with name 
of South Suburban College. In July 1924 after the death 
of Sir Asutosh Mukberji, its Founder-Prosident, the College 
‘Was named Asutosh College in honour of his memory, The 
College is affiliated up to the standards of T.A., 1.8e., B.A. 
and B.Sc. A women's Department was started in 1932. 
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‘only t European and Anglo-Indian students but since 1935 
it has been open to all students. Tt is now affiliated up to 
the Intermediate standard in Arts and Science. 


Islamia College. 


An carly a 1881 the Government of Bengal thought of 
establishing a second grade College for the benefit of the 
Mahomedan community. In 1884 Intermediate classes were 
started in Calcutta Madrasa but in 1888 these classes were 
amalgamated with the classes in the Presidency College. 
Renewed efforts were made in 1923 to extablish a separate 
college for the Mabomedan students and 60 the College was 
formally opened in 1926 and it was affiliated to the Calcutta 
University up to the standards of Intermediate Arts and 
Science, and B.A. The number of students in the College 
in 1938-39 was 380. 





St. Joseph's College. 
‘The Colloge is one of the oldest institutions in the city. 


It Was established about 82 years ago and was then koown 
4 St. Xavier's Day School. ‘In the year 1871 the name was 


Victoria Institution, 


‘The Victoria Institution was founded nx a School in 1871 
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clases have beer opened to meet the growing need of college 
‘education for women. 


The David Hare Training College. 


‘The College was opened on the Ist July, 1908, by the 
Government of Bengal to train teachers of secondary schools 
ax well as inspecting officers of the province, ‘The College in 
Affiliated to the Calcutta University up to the Bachelor of 
Aeaahing (B..) standard and prepares for the B.1). Degree, 

LT. classes were also formerly held in the College but they 
have been discontinued in 1926-27 as since then large number 
of BJT. candidates have been available, 








Besides these a few other colleges for the education of 
girls have been recently opened, Mention may be made of 
two: Lady Brabourne College for Women and South Calentta 
Girls’ College. 
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CHAPTER IV 
‘Tae Ustversiny or Caucerza 
Foundation of the University, 


‘The University of Calcutta was founded, along with the 
Universities of Bombay and Madras, by an Act of Incorporn= 
tion (Act No. 11 of 1857), passed on the 24th Janunry, 185 
At its inception, the University adopted the form, govern- 
ment and regulations of London University. ‘The function 
of the University was, as defined in the preamble of th 
to ascertain, by means of examination, the persons who 
the required proficiency in different branches of Literatu 
Science and Arts, and to reward them by ncademical degree 

* as evidence of their respective attainments and marks of 
honovr, The Body Politic and Corporate of the University 
then consisted of the Governor-General of India ax Chancellor, 
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The Degrees of the University, 


‘The Degrees which the University was authorised to 
confer, after examination comprised those of the Bachelor of 
Arts, Master of Arts, Bachelor of Law, Licentiate of Medicine, 
Doctor of Medicine and Master of Civil Engineering. Asa 
matter of fact, the examinations which were held for tho first 
time were the Entrance Examination, Bachelor of Arts 
Examination, Bachelor of Law Examination and the Ist 
Examination of the L 
Honours Examin: ‘Three years later following 
the creation of the University, a Supplementary Act (known 
an Act No. XLVTI of 1860) was passed, by which the Univer- 
xity was authorised to confer, in addition to those already 
provided for, such degrees and to grant sveh Diplomas or 
Licormes in respect of Degreos as the Body Corporate of the 
University might appoint by any bye-laws of regulations, 
subject to the approval of the Governor-General in Council 
Aso result of this Act, the First Examination in Arts, the 
License in Law Examination and the License in Civil Engi- 
neering Examination were instituted in 1861,—the first to 
test the knowledge of students at an intermediate stage be- 
tween the Entrance and the B.A. Examinations, and the 
socond and the last to qualify persons for the legal and 
engineering professions without requiring them to undergo 
any Degree Examinations. 








University Buildings. 
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verved the purposes of an Examination Hall, In later years, 
with the development of the University, an extension of build- 
ing accommodation had, from time to time, to be made, with 
the result that the University Buildings now include reveral 
commodious structures, such as, the Darbhanga Library 
Building (for the University Law College together with 
its Library, University Offices, a» also. for examination 
purposes,—for which its top floor accommodates above 700 
candidates), the Hardinge Hostel (for the residence of the 
students of the University Law College), the Asutorh Building 
(for Post-Graduate classes in Arts and Post-Graduate offices), 
and the two Science College Buildings—one on the Upper 
Ciroular Road and the other at Ballygunge (for Post-Graduate 
classes in Science, with concomitant Laboratories and 
Museums), the last-named building being the gift of that noble 
non of Bengal—Sir Taraknath Palit—whose princely dona- 
tions have helped the University to extablish the College of 
Science and Technology. Towards the construction of the 
Darbhanga Building, the University received substantial help 
from the Hon'ble Sir Rameswar Singh, Maharaja of Dar- 
bhanga, who contributed Rs. 2,50,000 for the purpose. 


Honorary Degrees. 


By an Act of 1875, the University was empowered to 
confor the Degreo of Doctor in the Faculty of Law upon any 
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lanuary, 1875, on the occasion of his visit to India, 
Bis eaeaetesh of thie hak by us AdMiiona! Ac 1a 1684 

the passing of Act No. VIII of 1904, the University has 
been given the Honorary Degrees in 
other Faculties as well, whieh, under this new Act, include 
the Faculty of Science Rte Lara many distinguished 


Hi 
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tions frou the University may be mentioned the names of 
seions of two Royal houses of Europe, eiz., H.R, H. George 
Frederick Earnest Albert, Prince of Wales (Hix Majesty 
the Inte King-Emperor George V), H. 1. R. H. the Crown 
Prince of the German Empire and of Prussia, and H. R. Hi. 
Edward Albert, the then Prince of Wales, on whom the Uni- 
versity conferred, honnris cura, the Degree of Doctor in the 
Faculty of Law in 1906, 1911, and 1921, respectively, and 
those of many great men of different countries and nationali- 
ties, such as Dr. Monier Williams, Dr. Mahendralal Sircar, 
Sir Androw Fraser, Sir Avutosh Mookerjee, Sir Praphulla- 
chandra Ray, Sir Jagadischandra Bose, Prof. Hermann 
Oldenberg, Sir Taraknath Palit, Dr. Paul Vinogradoff, Dr. 
Hermann Jacobi, Sir Rashbehary Ghose, Dr. Rabindranath 
‘Tagore, Dr, Sylvain Levi, Lord Resding, Lord Ronaldshay, 
now the Marquis of Zetland, Prof, A. A, Macdonell and Prof, 
C. V. Raman, whose eminent position and attainments in 
the realms of Literature, Arts, Science, Law, Medicine and 
Engineering, have earned for them the Honorary Degroos of 
Ph.D., D.Litt., D.Se., M.D. und D.L. 











Jurisdiction, 


‘The Universities of the Punjab and Allahabad having 
been established in 1882 and 1887, respectively, the 


founded in 1917, 1926, and 1921, respectively, the 
its activities has been still further restricted, 
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The Commission of 1904. 


As a result of investigation by a Comminsion, appointed 
in January, 1902, at the instance of the Governor-General 
of India in Council, an Act (Act No. TIL of 1904), amending 
the Law relating to the Universities in British India was 
passed by the Governor-General of India in Council, and it 
came into force on the lst September, 1904, ‘This Act was 
designed to give effect to the recommendations of the Com- 
mission for the re-organisation of the government of the Indian 
Universities, their assumption of teaching functions, the 
maintenance of lecture rooms, libraries, museums, lnbora- 
tories and workshops for the promotion of teaching and 
rescarch, the institution of University Profoxsorships, Reader- 
ships, and Lecturerships, the introduction of a modified aystom 
of examination under different Faculties, as also the system 
of awarding Doctorate Degrees on theses, and more effective 
supervision by the Universities over the Colleges, ax well ax 
‘more exacting conditions of affiliation. The scope and func- 
tions of the Universities thus underwent vital changes, they 
being transformed from mere examining Bodies to teaching 
and research organisations. The Calcutta University ix still 
governed mainly by the constitution framed under this Act. 

other changes, contemplated by the new Act, the 
provisions for the appointment of University Professors and 
Lecturers for Post-Graduate Teaching and that of University 
Readers for the benefit of research students deserve special 
mention, inasmuch as mainly by this arrangement the Uni- 
versity has been given the status of » teaching and research 
organimation:, ‘The question of afliaton of Colleges and 
of residence of College students together with the 
‘of recognition of schools bas been left to the control 
of the University, with the reservation of final sanction in 
respect of affiliation of Colleges by Government. 


New changes in Examination —~ 
‘the examinations and 
asa ‘oi sm be meno ‘The 


- 
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Entrance Examination of former times has been replaced by 
the Matriculation Examination, the F.A., B.A. and} 
Examinations have each been bifurcated into two, namely, the 


TA. and L8e., the B.A. and B.Se. (with Honours) and the 
MLA. and M.So. Examinations; two examinations in teach. 
ing, viz., the L.T. and the B.T. Examinations have been 
introduced : the L.M.S. Examination and the next higher 
Examination for the M.B. Degree—which was also provided 
for at n later stage—were combined together into the M.B. 
Examination in three part+—the Preliminary Scientific, Ist 
and Final M.B, Examinations (which have recently undergo 
ion of five examinations for the 
M.B. Degree, cir., inary Scientific, First, Second, 
Third ond Final MLB. Examinations) and, in place 
of the License in, and Master of Civil Engineering I.E, and 
E.., have been introduced. Provision has been made for 
the substitution of a part of the M.A, and M.Sc. Examina- 
tions in certain subjects by research work, ax also. for 
the adminiion of persons to the Doctornte Degroes under 
different Faculties og the merits of theses xubmitted by them. 
Among other examinations prescribed under the new Act, 
or introduced subsequently, may he mentioned the B.Com. 
Examinntion, D.P.H. Examination, Examination, the 
Diploma in Spoken English, Master of Law Examinati 
Master of Surgery Examination and Master of Obstetrics 
Examination. ‘The Examination for the License in Law was 
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Commercial Geography and Commercial Arithmetic, Elements 
of Book-keeping and Anthropology for the I.. Examination, 
Linguistics for the B.A. Examination, and Anthropology and 
Experimental Psychology for the Bachelor and Master Degree 
Examinations. Recently, » change in the Regulations for 
the Matriculation Examination has been made by the Univer- 
sity, making provision for the teaching in Vernacular, and 
for vocational and technical education and abolishing the age- 
limit for the Examination. 





The Students’ Welfare. 


‘The problem of residence and the problem of health of 
students go hand in band. In order to consider the question 
of health of students their physical education and the organi- 
sation of games and other forme of recreation, a Commitwee 
called the Students’ Welfare Committee was appointed in 
1925. The introduction of compulsory Physical Education 
in Schools and Colleges is also engaging the attention of the 
University, and a scheme has been formulated for the purpose, 
which is under the consideration of Government. 

Besides caring for the interests of its internal students, 
the University is also mindful of the interests of its external 
students, and with thet end in view it has established a 
Bureau, at the instance of the Government under the name 
of the Students’ Information Bureau, which is constituted 
mainly of ropresentatives of the University and is managed 
by it, The function of the Bureau is to supply information, 
advice, and assistance to students wishing to pursue their 
‘education abroad as also supply foreign, Universities with 
information regarding students which will enable them to 
make proper selection from among those applying for 
admission. 
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examination of the present system of education, specially in 
reference to Caleutta University. The Commission recom- 
‘mended certain far-reaching and fundamental changes. ‘Two 
main recommendations of the Commission are the establish- 
mont of a Board of Secondary Education, and increased use 
of the elective principle in the constitution of the University. 

“Pho recommendations of the Calcutta University 
Commission have to a great extent determined the lines on 
which were established in 1920 and the two following years 
the unitary teaching and residential Universities of Aligarh, 
Dacca, Delhi, Lucknow, Rangoon, and on which the Univer 
sity of Allababad and Madras were reorganised in 1921 and 
1923 respectively,”" 








Special Research Scholarsh 





In the field of research, for which the Act of 1904 made 
ampler provision, the institution of the "* Premeband Roy: 
chand Research Scholarship “* with the princely donation of 
two lakhs of Rupees, received, in 1866, from Mr. Premeband 
Roychand of Botabay laid the true foundation of such work. 
Since then, several other endowments have been made from 
time to time by philanthropisty and public bodies with a view 
to stimulating research work in different branches of know= 
edge. In 1908, the Jubilee of the University was celebrated 
and the Jubilee Rewarch Prize was founded on the occasion 
with a sum of Rs. 30,000, and set apart from the Reserve 
Bo of University, for the promotion of research by its 


Post-Graduate Studies, 
In 1900, the New Regulations making provision for Post- 








ae 
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two Councils for Arts and Science consisting of all Post- 
Graduate teachers, with a President and an Executive Com- 
mittee for each body, the Proceedings of the Couneils being 
subject to confirmation by the Senate. Provision has been 
made, separately for this Departinent, for the constitution of 
Boards of Higher Studies in different subjects for recom. 
mending Examiners and  text-books for Post-Graduate 
Examinations. 


The University Press. 





‘The University hns a Press entirely for its own work, 
‘The Press has afforded ample scope for the development of 
research work by bringing out at regular intervals a fairly 
Jarge number of serial publications like the Journal of the 

it of Letters, the Journal of the Department of 
Seience, etc, It publishes also a number of journals and 
bulletins like the Calcutta Review, Chemical Journal, Physical 
Journal, Mathematical Bulletin, Psychological Journal, 
Geological Journal, etc. ‘The number of books published so 
far excluding the text books for the Matriculation, Inter- 
mediate and B.A. Examinations is over 300, If we have to 
‘estimate the annual output of the University Press by the 
number of pages, over 50,000 pages are annually printed by 
it and these’ include the various reports, the minutes, the 
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Romeswar Singh, K.C.LLE., Maharaja Bahadur of Darbhanga 
made over to the University a sum of Rs. 25,000 for the 
construction of building in which the Library might be located. 
‘he University Library was located in this building till 1935, 
when it was amalgamated with the Post-geduate Lending 
Library and Central Library was thus formed. ‘The Uni- 
versity Library now consists of; (a) A Central Library for 
the use of teachers and students, Registered Graduates, 
Fellows, ete. (b) Special collections, eiz., the Pischol Collec- 
tion, Dunn Collection, S. C. Ray Collection, DasGupta Colloc- 
tion, Bagehi Collection, Chinese and Japanese Collection, 
Bengali Manuscripts Collection, Sanskrit and ‘Tibetan Manus- 
cripts Collection, etc. (¢) Departmental Libraries in Seientife 
subjects attached to the various Departments, All these collec: 
tions contain in all 165,000 volumes and pamphlets. The 
new Library Stack Room of the Central Library contains 
‘over 106,000 volumes and the Library Hall contains provie 
sion for more than $00 seats arranged in three parallel raws, 

















Wall paintings in the Library Holl. 


A numbor of froscoe paintings by the artists of the Bengal 
Schoo! decorates the walls of the Library Hall, ‘The frescos 
Tepresent a continuous series depicting various aspects of the 
Indian national life since the dawn of history till the present 
day and records the most epoch-making events of the history 
of the Indian nation with special reference to Bengal. The 


For the promotion of research amd higher studigs the 
r hax founded 9 number of Pro n f] mn 
) (founded in 1908) 
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Professorship of Higher Mathematics (founded in 1911-12); 
Carmichael Professorship of Ancient Indian History and 
Culture (founded in 1912); Professorship of Comparative 
Philosophy (founded in 1913); University Professorship of 
English (founded in 1914); University Professorship of 
Botany (founded in 1918) ; University Professorship of Inter- 
national Law (founded in 1920) ; and University Professorship 
of Zoology (founded in 1920), ‘The Tagore Law Professorship 
is maintained ont of the endowment made by Mr. Prasanna- 
kumar Tagore, formerly a Fellow of the University; the 
George V Professorship of Mental and Moral Science and 
the Hardinge Professorship of Higher Mathematics were 
established in commemoration of the visit of their Imperial 
Majesties King Emperor George V and Queen Empress Mary : 
‘the Minto Professorship of Economics was founded on the 
oceasion of the Jubilee of the University. A Government 
grunt of Rs. 37,000 i¢ received for the maintenance of three 
of these Chairs, The other Chairs are being maintained out 
of University funds. To perpetuate the memory of Sir 
Asutosh Mookerjee three new Professorships, viz., of Sanskrit, 
Mediaeval Indinn History and Islamic Studies were created 
in 1927, 








The Endowed Professorships. 


During the years 1912 and 1919 princely endowments 
were made by the two great sons of Bengal, Sir ‘Taraknath 
Palit and Sir Rashbebary Ghoso for organising the study of 
the various sciences in the University and also for the creation 
of number of Professorships. ‘The number of these Pro- 
is eight and they are: Sir Taraknath Palit Pro- 

and created in 1912 and Sir 


Talaog! alot which were crated tn 1013. In. 1031 
WWersity was endowed with a fund of Rs, 5,50,000 from 
the late Kumar Gurup ‘t Kbaira, 


fund five University 
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Professorships were created in Fine Arts, Indian Linguistics 
and Phonetics, Physics, Chemistry and Agriculture. The 
Profesorship of Fine Arts ix called the Rani Bageswari Pro- 
fosorship whereas the retaining four Professorships are 
named after Kumar Guruprasad Singh, 


Readerships and Fellowships. 


‘The Regulations of the University provide for the appoint 
mont of University Readers to deliver lectures, mainly for the 


‘These lectures are known ax University Extensi 
Lectures. For the advancement of learning there is also a 
number of Fellowships and Lectureships, ‘The Ghose Travel= 
ling Fellowships were founded in 1921 for the purpose of 
helping scholars to investigate educational methods abroad or 
to undertake researeh in any «pecial branch of learning—the 
cont being met out of an endowment of two and a Kalf lakh 
of rupees made by Sir Rashbebary Ghose. ‘The Ramtanu 
Lahiri Research Fellowship wax established in 1918. for 
investigation in the History of the Bengali Language and 
Literature {rom ancient times and for the delivery me ‘course 


in 1925, and the Fellow is accordingly now required to deliver 
course of lectures on Vedanta Philosophy, dealing specially 
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Stephanos Nirmatendu Ghosh Lectureship was founded in 
1919, and maintained out of the income of an endowment of 
‘one lakh of rupees made over to the University by Rai G, C. 
Ghosh Bahadur, for the institution, in memory of his son, of 
& course of lectures on Comparative Religion once in every 
three years. With a view to establishing the Kamala Lecture- 
ship in memory of his eldest daughter, Sir Asutosh Mookerjee 
placed at the disposul of the University in 1924, Government 
securities for Rupees forty thousand for the institution of a 
course of Lectures, either in Bengali or English, on some 
aspects of Indian Life and Thought from a comparative stand- 
point. The Adharchandra Mukherjee Lectureship hax been 
instituted with an endowmnent of Re. 9,000 made by the late 
Prof. Adharehandra Mukherjee, M.A., B.L., for delivery of 
‘4 course of two Lectures annually by a distinguished scholar 
on a selected subject connected with Letters or Science for 
the promotion of Post-Graduate Teaching. In addition to 
these, are three other Lectureships, established for the promo= 
tion of higher studies in Hindi and Oriya. ‘The Hindi Lec- 
turoship has been founded out of an endowment of Re, 15,000 
made by Mr. G. D. Birla, and the Oriya Lectureships have 
their origin in two gifts made by Maharaja Sir Biramitrodaya 
Singh Deo of Sonepur, one of the last lectureships being 
established out of his endowment of Rs. 33,000 in memory 

of Sir Asutosh Mookerjee. 















The Scholarships. 


‘There is also provision for State and Private Scholarships, 
‘under the auspices of this University, for study outside Indin. 
‘The State Scholarships, tenable in England, originally 
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Taraknath Palit Scholarship are the most important private 
scholarships, which are maintained out of the income of the 
endowments made by Mr. Garuprasanna Ghosh and Sir Tarak- 
ath Palit. ‘The Gurupresanna Ghosh Scholarship aime at 
tho promotion of real learning amongst young men who must 
be pure natives of Bengal, preferably Hindus, so that they 
may become specialists in some aubject of Arts or Science, oF 
increase their knowledge of Agriculture and of the Industries 
of Europe ani America, of the East, the object of the Founder 
being to affont opportunities to the sons of artisanx and 
mechanics, following such industry in India, to specialise 
in their arts. ‘Three scholarships, of the annual value of 
Re. 1,000 each, if tenable in Japan, and Res. 2,000 if tenable 
in, Europe or America, for three years, are maintained out 
of this endowment, ‘The Sir Taraknath Palit Scholarship has 
been founded with a sum of Rs. 1,00,000, set apart out of the 
‘Trust estate of Sir Taraknath Palit, for maintaining a scholar- 
ship for advanced students in Soience to carry on research or 
investigation abroad. For the purpose of awarding scholar- 
ship», prizes and medals on the results of ite various exarnina- 
tions, the University maintains 160 endowments, most of 
which have beon made by outsiders and outside bodies. 















Avutosh Museum of Pine Arte 


Post-Graduate Teaching in Arte, the University 
establish a Fine Arts Gallery and Museum in con- 
with the Post-Graduate studies in Ancient Indian 
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‘of Indian Art, special emphasis being given to Bengal Art. 

‘The present collection consists of about 6,000 exhibits. The 

collection of Mr. Biren Roy of Puri hus been lately acquired. 
Anthropology Muscum and Commercial Museum 

Under the auspices of the Department of Anthropology 
the nucleus of another Museum has been started. It is mainly 
meant for under-graduate teaching in the Anthro 
Department. It is ow situated in the Palit House, Bally- 
‘gunge and contains casts of the remnants of prehistoric men, 
‘A complete collection of objects representing the material 
culture of the Korkus from Central Provinces and besides 
diverse objects representing the culture of some tribes of 
Chotanagpur like the Hos and the Santals and of Assam like 
‘the Nagas and the Kukis. 

‘There ix also a Commercial Museum in the University 
whieh ix now located in a spacious Hall on the top floor of the 
Asutosh Building. It is attached to the Department of Com- 
merce and Economics and contains specimens of the commer- 
cial products of Bengal and neighbouring provinces. 

Appointments and Information Board 

In view of the growing unemployment amongst graduates 
the University has set up s Board with a permanent Secretary 
to help the graduates of this University not only with informa- 
tion about posts but also to provide them with poste according 
to their qualifications. A large number of graduates have 
‘been already provided. 

Teachers’ Training Department 
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Bengal, its history, administration and organisation, (4) 
Methods of teaching special school subjects. Special 
course for geography and Science subjects also have 
been started and it ix open only to. bona fide teachers. 
‘These two courses, it should be admitted, have been affording 
rent facilities to the teachers of the schools in the Province, 
who are now in a position to get an expert training in the 
mathods of teaching within a short period of time. ‘The huge 
number of admissions to every one of these courses testifies to 
the great success of the scheme. 
Modern Languages and Undergraduate 

‘The University bas organised the teaching of such 
modern languages ax German, French, Portuguese, Italian, 
Japanese, ete. Tt has also organised for the first time the 
teaching of Commerce up to the standards of B.Com. and 
M.Com. It hus besides opened claxses for the undergraduate 
students of such eubjects ax Anthropology, Experitnental 
Pyychology, Linguisties, Zoology, ete., for which proper 
facilities are not yet being afforded either in the Government 
or Private Colleges. Recently arrangement has been made 
to teach Geography up to the standards of B.A. and B.8e. 
Military Science also bas been admitted into the University 
curriculum. 











Basonti-Bijay Mining School. 


tional property with the total valuation of about Rs. 1,45,000. 
Tn a letter written to Sir Asutowh Mookerjeo, 
Canotlor of the Usierty be expres ds tnt 
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The University College of Law, 


In 1908 Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, the then Vice-Chancellor 
of the University pointed out the deplorable state of the teach- 
ing of Law in the Province and suggested that the most 
urgent and radical reform was needed. He submitted a 
scherne for the establishment of a Law College which wan duly 
accepted by the Syndicate and Senate of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity and approved by the Government. ‘The College was 
formally affiliated to tho University with effect from July, 
1909, The College was placed under the management of a 
Governing Body of which the Vice-Chancellor was the ex- 
officio President, 

‘Phe present curriculum for the Bacholor of Law Exami- 
nation (B.L.) is spread over three years of course called 
Preliminary, Intermediate and Final. The subjects for the 
Preliminary Examination are Jurisprudence, Koman Law, 
Hind or Buddhist Law and Constitutional Law, those for 
the Intermediate stage—Mahomedan Law, Law relating to 
Persons, Law relating to Property and the Law of Contracts: 
and Torts, and subjects for the Final Examination are = Law 
relating to Property, the Principles of Equity, the Law of 
Evidence and the General Principles of Civil Procedure and 
‘Limitation and the Law of Crimes and the General Principles 








this has been recently discontinued. . 

‘The Law College possesses a good Library which con- 
tains about 40,000 volumes. ‘The College has a spacious 
hostel called the Hardinge Hostel attached to it and it consi- 
erably removes the difficulty of residence of a large number 
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Modern Indian Languages, Philosophy, Experimental Pxy- 
chology, History, Ancient Indian History and Culture, Eeo= 
nomics, Commerce, Pure Mathematics and Anthropology. The 
Department af Anthropology is now lovated in the Palit House 
at Ballygunj where it has ite own Departmental Library, 
Museum and a well equipped Laboratory. The Department 
of Experimontal Psychology with ite Laboratory is situated 
in the Science College Building at 92, Upper Circular Road. 
All other Departments are located in the Asutosh Building, 
Some of these Departments like the Departments of Indina 
Vernaculars, Sanskrit, Ancient Indian History have. their 
special collection of books and Manuscripts for affording 
facilities for research to tho research students 

‘The Jatest number of students in the various Depart 
ments of the Post-Graduate Teaching in Arts is 1382, ‘There 
are besides a number of research students and fellows who are 
appointed every year and attached to their respective Pro- 
fessors for carrying on research work in various subjects, 
‘The Post-Graduate classes in Arts are mainly held in tho 
Asutosh Building. 





The Post-Graduate Teaching in Science, 
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The University College of Science. 


The University College of Scienco and ‘Technology at 92, 
Upper Circular Rosd, Calcutta, owes its origin to the muni 
fieence of the late Sir Taraknat Palit, who on the Lith of 
June and the 8th of October, 1912, executed two trust deeds 
in favour of the University of Caloutta whereby he made over 
to the University, land and money to the aggregate value of 
19 lakhs of Rupees. ‘The Founder stated that ax his object 
‘was the promotion and diffusion of Scientific and Technical 
education and the cultivation and sdvancement of pure and 
applied science, amongst his countrymen through indigenous 
lugencies, the two chairs which were to be founded by the 
University in this connection were to be filled by Indians. 
‘The management of the Trust was vested in a Governing 
Body consisting of the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity, the Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, the Deans of 
the Faculties of Science and Engineering, four Members of the 
Benate, the two Professors and four nominees of the Donor 

‘The University accepted the Trust and undertook to 
provide from its own funds a sum of Rs. 2} lakhs for providing 
suitable laboratoriox, workshops and other facilities for teach- 
ing and research. ‘The two Trusts of Sir Taraknath Palit 
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‘The Foundation Stone was laid by the Inte Sir Asutosh 
Mooketjce on the 27th March, 1914, and Post-Graduate 
classes were started in June, 1916, in the Departments of 
Physics, Chemistry (including Bio-Chemistry), Applied 
Mathematics and Experimental Psychology. Applied 
Chemistry and Applied Physics were formulated as alternative 
courws in Chemistry and Physics in 1920 and in 1924, and 
wore formed into separate departments in 1992 with their 
independent Boars of Studies. 

Sir P. C. Ray Palit Profesor of Chemistey, has been 
rendering gratuitous service to the University since Septem- 
ber, 1922, and his salary from that date till his retirement in 
1937 hax been funded after hix desire for the furtherance of 
the Department of Chemistry (both General and Applied). 
‘The Seriate on the 24th August, 1929, adopted the following 
sebeme for the utilisation of the fund created out of the 
accumulated salary of the professor : (1) Re. 5,000 for exten- 
sion of the Inorganic Chemistry Laboratory of the University 
College of Science. (2) Rs. 10,000 for equipment of the In- 
organic Research Laboratory for the investigation of Rare 
Earths and for Microcrystals. (3) Rs. 10,000 to be paid to 
the Indian Chemical Society ax contribution to its building 
fund. The rest was to be funded and out of the interest two 
Research Fellowships of the value of Rs. 200 p.m. to be 





University Agricultural Institute at Barrackpore 








CHAPTER V 
Resrancn OncaxisaTions. 


Calcutta University, 


Before the foundation of the teaching departments, both 
in Science and Arts, in the University of Calcutta, efforts to 
carry on research work were more o less sporadic, Eminent 
Professors like Sir J. C. Bose and Sir P. C. Ray were carrying 
on researches in the respective branches af their studies in the 


Inboratories of the Presidency College, and the Aviatic Society 
of Bengal was the only Institution which published systema- 
tically researches of individual scholars either European of 
Indian, ‘The University of Calcutta was the first to give 
opportunities to the members of its tutorial staff to carry ou 
rexcarches in the Arty and Selence subjects. ‘The large 
resources at her command have enabled her to send out scholars 
almont every year to different countries in Europe and Asia for 
special training in various subjects. The University 









82 CALCUTTA PAST AND PRESENT 


pology, Pure Mathematics, History both medieval and modern, 
and in English literature have been published, Researches 
in the classical languages and literature like Pali, Sanskrit 
and Prakrit, in vernacular literature particularly in. Bengali 
Titerature both ancient and modem, in philosophy both 
European and Indian and in Comparative philology have been 
aystomnatically carried on and the large number of publications 
on these subjects bear testimony to the high quality of thone 
rowarebes. Tho University is the first to inaugurate Chinese 
and ‘Tibetan studies in India. ‘The University while intro- 
ducing the study of various North-Indian vernaculars in tho 
Post-graduate Department has published selections fro the 
literature in these vernaculars for the first time. ‘The Calcutta 
Review is the monthly organ of the University which not only 
Publishes articles fro the pen of the members of the tutorial 
staff but also informations bearing on the various research 
activities of the scholars in the University. 


Researches in Science Subjects, 


A good many members of the staff have by original works 
of research, established their nares in the domain of science, 
while many others have earned international reputation. It 
not possible to give a list of all the original works of importance 
done nt the University College of Science but it may be men- 
tioned that the story of the series of brilliant investigations 
by the members of the staff in the various branches of science 
begins with the discovery of the famous theory of temperature 
lonivation by Prof. M,N. Saba, Speaking of this discovery 
Prof. J. G. Crowther in his book "* Short Stories in Science '* 
writes that it is the “ first capital discovery by an Indian 
Physicist inv recent years." 
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of Calcutta, in an article in the Calcutta Journal of Medicine. 
‘The proporal wax favourably received by the Pros and the 
Public and the association was started, mainly through the 
woltless efforts of Dr. Sirear, in the year 1876 with the avowed 
object of the Cultivation of Science in all its departments, 
both with a view to its advancement by original research and 
to its varied applications to the arts and comforts of 
‘The present kite, covering an area of 3 bighas and 4 cottas 
of land, was acquired by the Government of Bengal and made 
over to the Association in 1876 for a sum of Re. 30,000. ‘The 
Foundation stone of the new buildings was laid by Lord Ripon, 
the then Viceroy of India, in 1882, and the laboratory built 
and equipped in 1890, Amongst those whose munificence 
brought the Association into existence, are 











Rai Behari Lal Mitre Babadue se Ra 100,000 
Maharaja of Visianagrann ce te 40,000 
‘Mr. Kaly Kisson Tagore 98000, 
‘Mabaesja of Cooeh Behar 80,000 
Maharani Swarnamoyee 8,000 
Maharaja of Patiala 3,000 
‘Kumar Indes Chandra Singh of Paikpara...., 5,000 
Rojo Kumud Narayan Bhup of Bijni = 6,000 
Maharaja of Darbbangs ve 8,000 


wanted to build the association on the 
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decade of this century, when gradually more and more stress 
was laid on research. Sir C. V, Raman who was till lately 
Professor of Physics of the Calcutta University used to con- 
duct all his researches in the laboratories of the Association, 
‘The institution is now devoting practically all her reources 
to research in Physics. Very recently a professorship in 
Physies atter the nae of the founder of the Association hax 
been created and a research professor appointed. Hix chief 
duly is to devote himself to original research with a view to 
increase the bounds of human knowledge. 

‘To encourage the work done in the Awociation the 
Government of India makes an annual grant of Rs. 20,000. 
‘The principal condition of the grant is that the money should 
be utilised to encourage research vtudents from all parte of 
India to attend the Association. ‘This has throughout been 
‘one of the special features of the work of the Association, 
Students from Assam, Central Provinces, Bombay, Punjab, 
Madras, Travancore and Cochin State, Hyderabad State ax 
woll as from Bengal carry on research work at thix place. 
Not infrequently research workers from Universities outside 
Bengal are deputed to work in the Laboratory of the Aasocia- 
tion, 

‘Along with ite report the Association publishes in calla- 
boration with the Indian Physical Society the Indian Journal 
of Physies which hax now acquired an international status and 
is the recognised organ for the publication of research work 
done by Physicists from all parte of India. 

‘The Association hax a lecture Hall capable of accommo- 
dating an audience of 500, ‘The laboratory is housed in # 
(milding containing twelve big rooms with an attached well 
equipped workship. There is a liquid air plant which enables 
 eeceteeaba stam hintaan: independent- 

















‘The Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal. 
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East (with the exception of the Bataviaasch Genootschap 
van Kunaten en Wetenschappen). Tt was founded in 1784 
by Sir William Jones. Already a master of oriental lan 
guages, on his appointment in 1788 a a Puisne Judge of the 
Supreme Court, Caloutta, ane of his first acts on his arrival 
was to invite the leading citizens of Calcutta to discuss the 
formation of a research society, and on the 15th January, 
1784, the Asiatic Society came into being, with Sir William 
Jones us President and Warren Hastings aa Patron. Ite 
scope was defined in the President's first address in words 
which were paraphrased in the first nutnber of its Journal ax 
** the bounds of its investigations will be the geographical 
limits of Asia and within these limits its enquiries will be 
extended to whatever is performed by man or produced by 
nature,” 

In its early years, meetings wore held in the Grand Jury 
room in the Supreme Court, In 1805 Government sanctioned 
a free grant of the present site at the corner of Park Street 
and Chowringhee, and a building, designed by Captain Lock 
of the Bengal Engineers, was completed in 1808, the cost 
being defrayed by the members. Extensive additions and 
alterations have since been made but the main structure 
remains as it was in 1808, 

One of the Society's first activities was the publication of 
the" Aniatick Researches." ‘Twenty volumes of this serial 
were published between 1788 and 1836 when, owing to 
financial difficulties, it ceased to appear. ‘That there was a 
distinct demand for the work produced, however, is borne out 
by the fact that more than one '' pirated “* edition was printed. 
The lings of the Society's monthly meetings appeared 
in a private journal called ** Gleanings in Science." The 
‘editors of this monthly obtained the permission of the Society 
in 1832 to use its name in connection with a new Journal, 
‘also a private venture, Full control of the Journal was 
volumes of the 
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the Asiatic Society of Bengal, New Series," of which 21 
Yoluinies have been issued. Another serial, of quarto size, 
Was started at the same time called the * Memoirs of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal" for the publication of large 
rticles or those requiring more elaborate illustrations, ‘The 
Volutmes of this serial, four of which are still in progress, 
have been published. 

One of the most important of the Society's activities 

the publication of the Bibliotheen Indica, a series of texts in 
Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic and other languages, frequently also 
With translations, Prom 1848 till the present day about 1,760 
faxcioules have been published. Huge works like the Persian 
Akbar Nama and the Ain-i-Akbari, and the Sanskrit Subitya- 
Darpona, have been edited and translated in this series, and 
many of the most fatnous oriental scholars have contributed, 
Tf one was asked to specify a particular domain in which the 
publications in this series have been eminently useful, one 
might mention that of Buddhist Sanskrit literature, 
‘The Society tax published from time to time a large 
number of miscellaneous works such ax catalogues and dic~ 
tionaries. One of the most important in recent years is 8. W. 
Kemp's Catalogue of Scientific Serial Publications in the 
principal libraries of Caleutta. 

‘The Society has sueceeded in building up a large manus 
cript library. Its Persian, Arabic, Turkish, ete., collections 
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Buddhist piotures of the tenth century in the Astasahasrika 









Prajnaparamita Ms. and to the seventh centary Mr, of the 
Kulalikamnaya in Gupta characters. ‘This collection alo 
owed many of its enrly acquisitions to the Library of the 
College of Fort William, and later additions have been inainly 
due to the enlightened policy of the Governments of India 
and Bengal. ‘The resources normally used for search and 
purchase are being used temporarily for cataloguing. Of the 
‘Monumental catalogue that was being prepared by Harapra- 
sada Shastri, 4 volumes (of 2,550 pages), Buddbistic, Vedic, 
Sinriti and Historical-Geographical have already appeared. 
Others are in active preparation, 

‘The small but picturesque collection of Burmese manus- 
cripts should also be mentioned. The Society possesses 
several important manuscript drawings, such as Buchanan 
Hamilton's famous collection of zoologieal drawings. Al- 
though not, strictly speaking, manuscripts, the collection of 
‘Tibetan xylographs may be mentioned here. They include 
complete Bstan-hgyur and Bkahhgyur. The Labrary of 
printod books is particularly rich in scientific and philological 
serial publications, including many valuable early sets, 
Acccanion lists are published quarterly. A new edition of the 
Library Catalogue is now in the press. 

‘The Indian Museum owes its existence to the A\ 
Society. In virtue of its renunciation of it claim to accom: 
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and of H. H. Wilson, for many years Secretary 
Sooiety and afterwands first Boden Professor of Sanskrit 
the stairense there is a beautiful 
bronze bust of Csoma de Koros (by B. Holl), the pioneer of 
‘Tibetan scholarship and for many years on the Society's staff 
facing this is a bronze bust of Sir Asutosh Mookerjee (by 
H. 1. Youngman), who guided the Society’s destinies for many 
years until hiv death in 1924. On the landing too, may be 
son a famous edict of Asoka (about B.C. 250) whore 
characters were deciphered by James Prinsep, for many years 
Secretary of the Society, and to whose memory the public of 
Calcutta ave erected a magnificent “ ghat"’ near Fort 
William, A martile bust (by H. Weekes) of this first deci- 
pheree of the ancient alphabets of India alo adorns the 
landing. 
‘The Council of the Society meets once a month through- 
‘out the year, Ordinary Monthly Meetings are held on the 
first Monday of every sonth with the exception of September 
vl October. ‘The Ontinary Annual meeting takes place in 
february. Several public loctures are arranged each winter. 
Although the founder of the Asiatic Society in his inau- 
dural address said * you will investigate, 
their skill in chirurgery and medicine, and their advancement 
whatever it may be, in anatomy. : 






bay of ite main 
"Transactions 


** from 1825-1845, 
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collection of medical periodicals would be more valuable for 
research purposes in that institution, consented to their 
transfer, 

‘The Society fostered the formation of the Indian Science 
Congress, which held its first session in the Society's rooms 
in 1914. ‘The Asiatic Society ix responsible for the manage- 
ment of the work of the Congress when not in session, and 
publishes its." ‘The Royal Charter” was 
granted in 1936 and the Society came to be known ms the 
Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal. 








The Vangiya Sa 





itya Parishad, 





‘The Vangiya Sahitya Parishad was established on the 
20th April, 1894, wher about thirty gentlemen, who used to 
meet at the residence of the late Raja Benoy Asishne De of 





acsaseibi.hatiatten tin’ widen balls tts he pose 
Society, under the presidency of the late Mr. R, C. Dutt, 
1L.C.8., C.LE., with « definite programme for the cultivation 


and improvement of the Bengali language and literature. 


and has grown into a Society with a four-fold character. 
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Jations from the best books in the Sanskrit, Arabic, English 






or other European languages ; and to help meritorious writers 5 
and it watches with interest the educational policy of the 
Government and the Caloutta University as far as it affects 
‘the cause of the Bengali language and literature. Secondly, 
it seeks to collect and preserve old Bengali manuscripts and 
objects of historical, archacological, ethnological, literary and 
sciuntific interest. ‘Thirdly, it tends to foster the general 
spirit of research among the literary, scientific, historical and 
philosophical students of Bengal, and publishes the results 
‘of their researches through the medium of the Bengali lan- 
guage, Fourthly, it affords a meeting ground for its members 
and other distinguished men for mutual intercourse, and 
exehange of views on matters of lite scientific interest, 

Ordinarily, the Parishad holds one General Meeting in 
every Bengali month, when papers previously approved by the 
Council are read and the reading is usually followed by din 
cussions, ‘The exhibition of objects of literary, historical and 
scientific interest always forms an interesting feature at thon 
mootings. Besides these meetings special sittings are held 
for courses of lectures by well-known writers, 

‘The Parishad issnes a quarterly journal—the Sahitya 
Parishad Patrika, A bigh standard of research and scholar 
ship ix maintained in the selection of articles for the Journal. 
‘The Editor is helped by a Publication Committes. 

‘The Library of the Parishad is rightly reckoned ox a 
unique one in the entire province of Bengal, its aim being a 
complote collection of Bengali works, ancient and modern. 
At the end of the last official year, the Library contained more: 
than 50,000 volumes and about 5,000 manweripte. Tt ix a 
matter of satisfaction that several public and private 
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Library of the Jate Babu Satyendra Nath Dutt, the poet; (7) 
‘The Library of the late Mr. Ramesh Chandra Dutt, C.LE., 
the First President of the Parishad ; (8) The Library of the 
Sahitya Sabha; (9) The Library of the late Babo Jnan 
Chandra Chandbury. 

‘The reacue and preservation of the old literature of 
Bengal, invaluable, apart {rom literary considerations, for the 
solution of many historical and philosophical problems, ix one 
of the primary objects of the Parishad. ‘The Library of the 
Parishad as it stands at present ix the best and richest collecs 
tion of Bengali Manuscripts in the Province. 

‘The Parishad not only undertakes the collection and 
preservation of ancient MSS. but also the publication of the 
most important of these in separate volumes with introduction 
and notes by well-known scholars, Several of these publica- 
tions are unique ax regards their seript, language and contents, 
From the list of the books which have already appeared—they 
number 75, several of them running to more than one volume 
it will be clear that besides scholarly works, the Parishad 
‘encourages publication of useful literature in all the different 
branches of knowledge. 

‘The Parishad has been extremely fortunate in procuring 
a variety of exhibits chiefly of historical and archaeological 
interest, and thus it hy 
nucleus of # Museum ebiefly provincial in character, and in 
‘4 way supplementary to the Indian Musou of Caloutta, Tt 
collection comprises images of the Gandhara, Kusban, 
Magadha and Bengal Schools. Besides a large number of 
these images of metal as well ax stone, there is a rich collection 
of rare old coins in ite Cabinet. Some of thowe specimens aro 

nite unique, and among these may be mentioned onze 
Images which were described by the renowned Art critic, Mr. 
William Rothenstein—a former President of the Indian 
Society of Landon,—as ‘* impossible 
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National Portrait Gallery, owing to its possession of a very 
large number of portraits of the distinguished sons of Rengal. 

In order to extend the scope of its activities, and to instil 
into students who are not resident of Calcutta, spirit of re~ 
search and intellectual activity, the Parishad has affiliated a 
number of branches in different parts of the country, ¢.4., 
at Rangpur, Murshidabad, Rajshabi, Bhagalpur, Burdwan, 
Gaub \ittagong, Dacca, Barisal, Bankura, Krishnagore, 
Kalna, Benares and Delhi, 

(1) The Parishad has always moved for better recogni- 
tion for the Bengali language in the educational poliey of 
both the Government and the University. Asa result of these 
activities the Government of Bengal ax well ax that of India. 
recognised the importance of the vernacular up to some stage 
of instruction, Ax early as 1896, the Parishad fought for a 
place for the vernacular in the University examinations with 
some success. The Parishad now records with great sutis- 
faction that considerable changes have been introduced in the 
University curriculum in the matter of the vernaculars almost 
on the lines suggested by the Parishad in 1896. 

(2) The Parishad has been entrusted with the task of 
perpetuating the memory of the renowned literary men of the 
province, for which there are separate funds raised by public 
subscription. 

(8) There is a Fund for helping the deserving literary 
en who are in straitened circumstances. 








The Bose Research Institute, 


‘The Bose Research Institute at Caloutta was founded 
built by the tate Sir J.C. Bose as a place whore ho and 
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graduate research. Carefully selected scholars are admitted 
on condition that they devote themselves wholly to the prose- 
cution of research, not for the satisfaction of personal ambi- 
tion, but in the words of the founder, ** in order to realise 
an inner eall to devote one's whole life to win knowledge for 
ite own sake and to see Truth face to face. 

Recent investigations carried out at the Institute estab- 
lish the important generalisation of the fundamental unity 
of plant and animal life. Investigations of the physiological 
mechanism of simple vegetable life, hae led to the better 
understanding of the more complex mechanism of animal life. 
‘The conducting tissue in the stem and leaf was located by the 
Electric Probe. The physiological nature of the conduction 
is established by the observation that, both in the plant and 
in the animal nerve, conduction ix affected by changes of 
temperature, by blocking and stimulating agents, which could 
not have any such effect upow it were it merely 





Two1ax Museu. 
Archaeological Section. 


‘The Archaeological collection of the Indian Muscum iv 
the richest in the East, In the Entrance Hall are exhibited 
nome magnificent examples of sculptures belonging to the 
earliest historic period in India, such as the capitals of the 
monolithic columns of Avoks and the big statues from Patali- 





on CALCUTTA PAST AND PRESENT 


flourished in India and Indonesia from the beginning of the 
Christianers to about 1200 A.D. ‘The Moslem Gallery, which 
is to the east of the Long Gallery, contains a large collection 
of Arabic and Persian inscriptions, sanads and architectural 
picces, mostly from Gaur in Bengal and from Agra, In the 
New Hall to the south of the Gandhara Hall are exhibited 
Palaeolithic and Neolithic implements, the implements of the 
Copper Age and the Chalcolithie objects discovered at Harappa, 
Mohenjo-daro, and Nal in Baluchistan, Amongst the mis- 
cellaneons antiquities of the historical period in the southern 
half of the New Hall, the most noteworthy exhibit is the huge 
stone box unearthed from a stupa at Piprabwa, Tt contained 
among other objects an inseribed stone casket of the ded or 
4th contury B.C,, in which were found the relies of Buddha. 
‘The great collection of Indian coins in the cabinet of the 
Indian Museum ix deposited in the Coin Room to the extreme 
south of the New Hall. In this Room are also preserved 
among other precious gems and jewels the emerald bowring 
and up of the Mughal Emperor Shah Jaban that Nadir Shab 
carried away from Delhi in 1739. 

















Art Section. 


The Art Section of the Indian Museum was constituted 
in ite present form om April 1, 1911 by the amalgamation of 
the Art-ware Court formerly ineluded in the Economie Section 
of the Indian Museum and the Bengal Government Art 
Gallery. The amalgamated collection was placed under the 
Principal, Government School of Art, Caloutta, Tn 1891, the 
coesirection of x new wing to tbe Iotian Musom in Bude 
Street was completed and for the first time the collections of 
Economic Products, Art-ware and Ethnology were housed 
peaasentiy i Ws ew balding od 0A Gallery thos 


in connection with the Indian Museum was opened to. 
in 1892. 
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Permanent Art Gallery would eventually be established in 
Calcutta. Sir Richard Temple, then Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal, took steps to accomplish this object by lensing 
cortain buildings and obtaining contributions in the way of 
works of art. ‘The Gallery was established in connection with 
the School of Art and was opened on April 6, 1876 by Lord 
Northbrook. 

‘The New Art Section is divided into three main divi« 
sions :—(1) Paintings, (2) Hard-wares and (3) Textiles. 

Under paintings have been displayed all the available 
collections of old Hindu and Muhammedan water-colour 
Paintings together with a few paintings on ivory and mica. 
A collection of Tibetan Temple Banners and modern paintings 
have alo been displayed in thix Section, Under Hard-wares 
the follaying classifications are made (a) Metal wares inelud- 
ing brass and copper wares from Tibet, Bhutan, Nepal and 
from other parts of India, danascend and encrusted wares, 
enamelled, niello and bidri wares, silver wares, imitation gold 
ornaments and statuettes from Tibet, Nepal, etc. ; (b) Stone- 
Wares including marble statuettes, perforated screen, inlaid 
marble plates, jade book-rest, crystal figure, jade drinking 
‘cups and soap-stone tumblers, ete. ; (c) Glaes and earthen 
wares including porcelains from Tibet, China and Persia and 
a collection of glazed, ungladed and painted pottery ; (id) Lac 
and lacquered wares frou various parts of India; (e) Ivory 
figures, fans, mats, boxes, ete.; and horn boxes, candle-aticks, 
ete. ; (f) Leather articles; (9) Papier-mache wares from 
Kashmir and Persia (h) Painted wood-wares such os cabinet, 
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approached by the visitors from the main building through an 
overbridge. The collections represent specimens of commer- 
cial and industrial interest, ebiefly belonging to the Vegetable 
Kingdom. A selection of the most instructive specimens are 
exhibited in the Court while a large number of them are kept 
in the Herbarium or in Stores for seientific study. The eollec- 
tions are arranged in the Gallery under the following head- 
i (1) Food und fodder which include cereals, pulwes and 
vegetables, fruits, ete.: (2) Medicine, entirely of 
vegetable origin ; (3) Vegeable fibres and xilk; (4) ‘Timber; 
(8) Oilmeods and industrial oils; (6) Gums, resins, Gutta 
Percha, rubber, etc. ; (7) Dyes, tanning materials; (8) Tea 
and coffee ; (9) Miscellancous—such as lac, paper manufacture 
materials, matchos, basketry works, Papier Mache works, 
canes, etc. 

During recent years the Gallery has been enriched by 
fresh collections, Proper show-cases received the food sub- 
ances such as cereals, pula, vegetables, edible fruits, eto., 
While some of the more important indigenous vegetable drug 
with their alkaloids or other active principles as manufactured 
by chemical firms are properly arranged in. suitable show: 
cases showing them through all the stages from the raw 
materials to the Gnished products for the market. 

Among these the more important ones are the Cinchona 
from which Quinine is manufactured, opium, Ephedra, 
Kurehi, Podophyllum, Tpecacuanba, ete. All kinds of. vege 
table fibres whether used for cordage o for weaving ot for other 
Purposes are exhibited in a form which explains to the visitor 
the source of the individual fibre and its varioux stages through 
which it bax to go before it is put to the market ax finished 
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varieties of vegetable oilseeds produced in the country. All 
the known Indian vegetable gums and resins are housed in 
the Gallery showing the varieties that are obtainable in India, 
Rubber and Guttapercha specimens are also well represtnted. 
All the known vegetable dyes and tans of India form a collec- 
tion which shows where these are obtainable. Tea, as manu- 
factured in several parts of India, is exhibited in a room where 
the plantation and manufacture of tea are explained by means 
of photographs and machineries. Specimens of coffee ax pro- 
duced in South India are also housed in the same room. Be+ 
sides these, luc is exhibited in a case showing the production 
of lac by the insects on the branches of trees, the treatment 
of the soraped ac from the earliest stage to the finished pro- 
ducts by means of clay models showing even the operations in 
a factory. 

‘The raw materials for paper manufacture in India with 
their several stages of treatment to produce different grades of 
writing paper, papers for packing, cardboard and papers used 
for other purposes are shown in one of the central show-cases 
which also contain in another portion a comprehensive exhibit 
showing the manufacture of safety matcbes including the raw 
materials found in India used for manufacture of boxes and 
splints, ete. There is also a Herbarium attached to the 
Industrial Section containing specimens representing the 
economic plants from all parts of India. There is also an 
up-to-date Library attached to the Industrial Section, contain- 
ing important publications, relating to the various raw 
materials and industries originating from the vegetable king- 


‘The literature available on indigenous medicinal 
plants is probably the richest in India. 


Geological Section. 


‘The geologica! collections are contained in four galleries. 

On teh ground floor, to the left of the entrance hall, i.¢., on 

the north side of the ball, the vertebrate fossil gallery is first 

“entered. On the far side of this, to the north, is the meteorite 
= 2 
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gallery, and leading off from this again, to the east, and on 
the north side of the quadrangle, are the mineral and rock 
collections in one large gallery. ‘On the first floor, imme- 
diately above the mineral and rock gallery, is the invertebrate 
fossil gallery. Over 800,000 specimens, belonging to the 
Geological Survey of India, are contained in these four 
galleries, and more than 60,000 are exhibited. This is the 
only space available to the Geological Survey for storage, 30 
that these galleries have to serve a dual purpose, i.e., for 
exhibition and for storage of reference specimens. Under 
these conditions it has been impossible to avoid overcrowding 
and this geological collection, ono of the finest in existence, 
is not displayed under the attractive conditions which it merite, 
However it is hoped that this congestion will be reduced by 
re-arrangement. It is also hoped that farther space may be 
available later. 

‘The nucleus of these collections was derived from the 
Museum of the Asiatic Rociety. Soon after the foundation 
of the Geological Survey of Indin, in 1866, the collection of 


mated with the Geological 
collections were 
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rich storeliouse of Tertiary vertebrates, the Siwalil beda along x 
the foothills of the Himalaya. 

In the central row are placed the larger mammals, the 
more imposing of these being Stegodon ganesa, a large extinct 
Siwalik elephant, at the northern end of the hall, and 
Megatherium cuvieri, » South American giant sloth, at the 
southern ond. ‘The remains of other interesting animals in 
this row are the four-horned extinet giraffes Sivatherium and 
Bramatheriam, and the Dinotherium, an early ancestor of the 
elophant. In the show cases along the eastern wall are 
exhibited the remains of extinet elephants, rhinoceros, oxen, 

, turtles, ete. ‘The abow cases along the western 
wall contain remains of anthracotheres, marsupials and anthro- 

. While the two central rows of show eases contain mostly 
jaws, bones and teeth of various mammals and reptiles. 

Entering the meteorite gallery the three large central 
how cases at once command attention, ‘These contain the 
largest collection of meteorites in Asia, and it ix one of th 
most important in the world, It comprises nearly 600 
separate falls. On account of India's large area and dense 
population, many meteorites have been actually seen to fall 
in this country, By exchanging fragments of meteorite fal 
for those from other countries, this fine collection has been 
built up at little expense. Several of the rare iron-meteoriter 
are on view. Exigencies of space compel the inclusion in this 

gallery of specimens illustrating structural geology and certain 
economic exhibits such as of coal and manganese. Maps 
illustrating phases of Indian geology are displayed around the 
walls. From the meteorite gallery the visitor enters the large 
collections. The 
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all over the world, but mainly, of course, from Indio. ‘The 
array of zeolites, most of which were collected during railway 
construction in the Western Ghats, is probably unsurpassed in 
size and variety anywhere. Some excellent specimens of 
Indian mies are alsoexhibited. ‘The invertebrate fossil gallery 
contains 9 representative collection of stratigraphically 
arranged fossil invertebrates and plants, discovered in the 
various rocks of India, They include the interesting marine 
fomils from the Himalayas, Central India and the Salt Range. 
A rich collection of the plant fossils from the Gondwana rocks 
of India is ako exhibited. Tn addition, large collections of 
animals and plants from various parts of the world have been 
systomatically arranged in the large wall casos and constitute 
the Klipstein collection. ‘Two interesting vertebrates, 
Colorsochelys atlas, a ginnt turtle from the Siwaliks, and 
Megaceros, au Irish elk, have been exhibited here, for want 
‘of space in the Siwalik gallery. 








Zoological and Ethnographical Sections. 


‘The Zoological Collections of the Indian Museum may 
roughly be divided into two groups: (1) the Collections ex- 
hibited in the public galleries of the Museum, and (2) the 

i the 
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‘There are 6 public galleries in the Indian Museum under 
the Zoological Survey of India, ‘These consist of a very exten- 
sive and up-to-date Invertebrate gallery, exeluding the Insects 
and Arachnids, the latter are exhibited in a small ante-room 
generally known as the Insect gallery, Both these galleries 
are on the ground floor of the Museum. On the first floor the 
Vertebrates are exhibited in four galleries: (1) a «mall Fish 
gallery, (2) Amphibian, Reptilisn and Bird gallery with a 
large centre case, near the entrance of the Fish’ gallery, 
containing rays, (3) the Large Mammal gallery, and (4) the 
Small Mammal gallery, Tn these galleries representatives of 
almost all types of animals of the groups found within Indian 
Himity are exhibited ; in special cases foreign animals not 
found in India are alvo shown to complete a general survey of 
the Animal Kingdom, In the recently arranged galleries, a» 
for example in the Invertebrate, the Insect, and to some 
extent in the Fish, and the Amphibian, Reptilian and Bird 
galleries, detailed explanatory labels have been placed with 
the exhibits. In the Fish gallery labels in the Bengali lan- 
guage have also been installed ns an experimental meaxure. 
‘This arrangement not only makes it possible for the lay public 
to understand the ex! » but has for its basix the idea of 
making the galleries particularly useful to students of Natural 
History. With this end in view, actual specimens, dissec 
tions, models, charts, and other devices for illustrating the 
peculiarities of the structure of the different groups of the 
Animal Kingdom are exhibited, In the older galleries there 
are many exhibits of exceptional interest and, though the 
arrangement ix not quite up-to-date, they serve the purpove 
of illustrating the different types of Indian Fauna. 















‘The Reserve Study Collections are of a far greater magni- 
tude than those exhibited in the public galleries. These 
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Collections are not open to the public, but all bona fide students 
of Natural History ean have free access to them 

Attention may also be drawn to the very extensive library 
of the Zoological Survey of India, which contains books on all 
branches of Zoology and is undoubtedly the best library of its 
type in the whole of Asia. It is open to all serioun studenty 
of Natural History and Zoology 

‘The Zoological Survey of India is also the custodian of 
the vory extensive collections in the ethnological gallery and 
the study collections of the Authropologieal Section. 

‘Those collections consist of (1) arte and crafts illustra 
tive of the life and habits of the people and (2) a Inge number 
of human skulls and bones belonging to the different races of 
India. ‘The first comprise the Andamanese, Nicobarese, the 
Mongoloid tribes of Assam and sucb other groups as the Kafiir 
tribes of the Hindukush mountains and the Negrito Kadars 
and Malayans of the Cochin State. Besides these, the eollec- 
tions contain objects relating to particular items of culture, 
such as weapons of war, basketry, textiles, agricultural and 
fishing implements. ‘The musical instruments presented by 
the late Sourindra Mohan Tagore are the most comprehensive 
‘and valuable that exist anywhere in the world, and among the 
ethnographical objects of the tribes there are many rare 
specimens. Similarly the collections of skulls, comprixe mont 
of the firehistoric crania excavated from several places in India, 
such as Mohenjo-daro, Harappa and Taxila, and from various 
megalithic sites, ‘The authentic skulls belonging to several 
aboriginal tribes and groups of people, owing to their rarity, 
are of considerable importance. 

















APPENDIX 


A Snorr Gurpe to Cavcurta 
1 
FAMOUS STATUES AND MONUMENTS 


At Prinsep's Ghat 





Prinsop's Ghat ix the imposing pavilion on the Strand 
Road facing the Hoog! ‘Tt was erected in 1846 in memo- 
ry of James Prinsep, Deputy Master of the Calcutta Mint. 
The Gwalior Monument is to the north of the Prinsep's Ghat 
‘and was erceted to the memory of the officers and men who 
foll in the Gwalior Campaign of 1843. The dome and pillars 
of the monument are made from the 64 guns captured during 
‘the campaign. A memorial to His late Majesty George V 
{aces the southern entrance to the Eden Gardens. A memorial 
to Captain Sir William Peel R. N. is found within the Eden 
Gardens, The gallant captain was commander of H. M. 8. 
Stannon dering the Indian Mutiny end his naval brignde took 
part in the relief of Lucknow. ing Prinsep’s Ghat is a 
‘monument to Lord Napier of vis fats haa pentcoh 
‘in-Chief from 1870 to 1876, ‘The Statwe facing the High 





Court is that of Lord Northbrook who was Viceroy from 1872 
to 1878. 
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are the work of some of the greatest sculptors of England. 
‘The Outram Statue on Chowringhee at the junction of Park 
Street is looked upon as ono of the finest equestrian statues 
erected during the last century. It excites real joy when we 
look at it, Tt was executed by the English sculptor John 
Henry Foley, and was set up in 1874. Foley lived from 
1818 to 1874 and two other equestrian statues in Calcutta, 
thove of Lord Canning and Lord Hardinge, were also exe- 
cuted by him. He made a good number of other statues 
whieh are in England. 


ral treasures given to Caleutta hy the 

by Sir Richard Westmacott hold a 
high place. Sir Richard was born in 1775 and died in 1856, 
He was a pupil of the great Italian sculptor Canova, who with 
the Dane Thorwaldsen helped to revive once again the pure 


classical style of European art in the early part of the 19th 
century. Westmacott followed hix master in this, His 
work breathes the spirit—a little too formal and stiff although 
it is—of Greek art. Ho executed a great many statues and 
groups in classical style illustrative of historical and other 
situations, ‘Two pieces of work from hig. chisel 






ing the base of hie statue are two figures. one on either 
that on the right being that of & Brahman with a 
hand, standing in a pose of great dignity and beauty, 
rently nbsorbed in thought; and on the left si 
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to the Sufi with great earnestness, and the Sufi appears to be 
deeply in thought, taking im all that the Bralman is giving 
him of the lore and wisdom of India. This panel is in the 
library of the University College, London, along with similar 
other works of Flaxman. 


The statue of Lord Roberts by Red Road on the Maidan 
is another well-known art-work in Calcutta, Lord Roberts 
was for forty years in the Indian army, and retired ax Com- 
mander-in-Chief, distinguishing himself in Afghan and 
frontier warfare. ‘The huge equestrian statue ix the work of 
Harry Bates: English sculptor (1850—1899), and was set up 
in 1898. The figure is a solid one cast from 14 guns cap- 
tured in war. Lord Roberts is dressed in a posteen or Afghan 
sheep-skin coat which suggests his part in Afghan wars. 
Round the oblong base of the statue are marble reliefs dopict- 
ing Indian and Britivh troops, and at two ends are two more 
than life-size figures by the same artist. At the back is the 
figure of * War,’ typified by an Afghan warrior seated on a 
piece of old-fashioned cannon, elad in a cloak of ehain-tail 
and shod with Afghan sandals, bolding a sheathed sword on 
his knees and a round shield slung on bis arm. This grim 
Wurrior ip a superb specimen of humanity and forms a fitting 
aymbol of ' War.” This figure is certainly « poworful crea 
tion, quite out of the way in European art, and it does ono 
good to look at and admire such a beautifully and truly ren- 
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In the Assembly Building Compound 


Another work hy Westmacott in the City of Calcutta is 
the bronze statue of Lord Bentinck, which is now within the 
compound of the Bengal Legislative Assembly building, 
facing the Town Hall. Among the achievements of the 
Rentinck regime was the legal abolition of the Suttee; and 
quite appropriately there is a large bronze pane}, beautiful as 
a work of art, depicting the preparations for the cruel tragedy 
of the burning of a Suttee, The scene depicted belong to 
Northern India. The main figure, that of the unfortunate 
young widow, forms the centre of the panel. She is ready 
for the last act of the grim drama. On the high pyre above 
her head is the shrounded body of her dead spouse. A wild— 
‘even eestatic—mood, unconscious of herself and of ber sur- 
roundings, suffuse the tragic central figure. An elderly por= 
son dressed like a Rajput stands to her left, tenderly holding 
her slight frame which might collapse under the strain at any 
motent; hix mien is one of profound grief and sympathy. and 
he seems to be trying to dissunde her gently from the act. Tn 
front of the widow is a Indy, whose bare arms and plain sari 
would show that she herself is a widow who has not * eaten 
fire’ (or ix she a maid-servant?), and she is with the two 


tren of the widow : the younger chil 

jump to ite mother's bosom: abstracted gaze 

hardly takes any notice of it; the bigger child is taken with 

fright at all that is bappening and at the calm and almost 

insane appearance of its mother, and ix clutching at the knees 
mother 
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Tite, yet he thinks he must see it through as his duty. On the 
other side are two attendants piling straw and other inflam- 
mables on the top of the pyres—these have a sort of stolid un- 
concern not wholly free from sadness, ‘The seven figures in 
the pancl possess each its individuality and character. ‘The 
fine modelling of the limbs and the stately gestures are notice- 
able, together with a dignified self-restraint which characteri- 
ses classic Greck art. ‘The sculptor has designed the panel 
with considerable sympathy for the subject, and there is not 
the least trace of contempt o arrogant Bippancy for the Tndinn 
people, which, unfortunately: is too noticeable in the pictures 
of Indian life painted or modelled by some latter-day Euro- 
pean artists, 


Victoria Memorial 


‘The Victoria Memorial takes its place as one of the great 
buildings of the modern world. Standing in its own grounds, 
west of the Cathedral, on the site of the old Presidency Jail, 
it dominates southern Calcutta. To Lord Curzon its concep- 
tion is duc, as a treaxure house wherein are displayed a collee- 
tion of pictures, statues, historical documents and other ob- 
jects of interest iMusteative af Indian history and especially of 
that of the Vietorian era. ‘The funds for its construction, 
amounting to seventy-six lakhs of rupees, were voluntarily 
subscribed by the Princes and Peoples of India. The archi- 
tect was Six William Emerson, and the work was entrusted to 
Mosars, Martin & Co. of Calcutta: who executed it under the 

jion of Mr. V. J. Bech, €.V.0., the Superintendent 


‘Architect. Hix Imperial Majesty King George V, when 
- Prince of Wales, laid the foundation-stone on the 4th Janu- 
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of workmen to provide the necessary material. ‘The orna- 
mental groups of statuary over the entrance porches and 
figures surrounding the dome wore designed and executed in 
Ttaly. 

The figure of Vietory, standing 16 ft. high and weighing 
F) amounts the dome, and revolves upon its own base, 
@ aphere 2 ff, in diameter. From the ground level to the 
hase of the figure of Vietory is 182 ft. The dimensions of 
the hall itself at the corner towers are 339 ft. by 228 ft. 

Entoring by the northern door the visitor will find busty 
of King Edward VII, and of Queen Alexandra and statues of 
King George V_ond of Queen Mary in the hall. ‘The model 
of the Memorial ix interesting ax showing the completed de- 
sign with the corner towers surmounted by the cupolas, which 
have yet to be erected, ‘The antique clock is a fine specimen 
by Whitehurst of Derby (P.R.S,, 1713-1788), 

‘To the right, in the Royal Gallery, is a collection of 
paintings representing events in the life of Queen Victoria, 
the gift of King Edward VII. Queen Vietoria"® piano and 
writing-desk occupy the centre of the room, while on. the 
south wall hangs Verestehagin's masterpiece, depicting the 
State entry of King Edward VI, when Prince of Wales into 
Joipur in 1876. This exhibit, which was presented by the 
Maharajo of Jaipur, should on no account bo missed, is 
‘one of the finest works of art in Calcutta, if not in India, 
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Wellesley and of Lord Dalhousie, while that in the centre ix 
‘of Lord Hastings (by Flaxman. R.A. 

Passing through the Queen's vestibule into the Queen's 
Hall under the dome, one wes the dignified statue of Queen: 
Victoria at the age when she ascended the throne (the work 
of Sir Thomas Brock, R.A.); this gives the key-note to the 
whole edifice, On the marble panels in the recesses of the 
walls are engraved in several languages proclamations to the 
people of India by Queen Vietoria, while the moral paintings 
encircling the gallery (by Frank Salisbury) illustrate the 
Principal events of her lifetime, These will be better seen 
Across the hall from the gallery itself. 

‘The bronze doors on the two sides of the Queen's Hall 
are fine example of modern workmanship, and beyond them 
on the terraces are groups of statuary, with Lord Cornwallis 
(by John Bason, jr.) as the centeal figure of the one (on the 
east) and Warren Hastings (by Sir Richard Westmacott, 
R.A.) a9 the central figure of the other (on the west). 


Continuing through the building we come to the Princes’ 
Hall, The statue of Lord Clive, a replica of that (by John 
‘Pweed) which stands outside the India Office in London, and 
two French guns captured at the Battle of Plassey are the 

incipal obiects on view, besides the busts of distinguished 








loft is the Darbar Hall, undoubtedly the finest 
hall in the building. ‘The War enforced economy, and the 
change from marble to Chunar stone enhances greatly the 
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Across the Princes’ Hall is one of the Picture Galleries, 
containing pictires and engravings by Thomas Daniell (1749- 
1840, R.A.}, and his nephew William (1769-1887, R,A,), 
Among these, the collection prevented by Queen Mary is of 
considerable interest. Other paintings include portraits of 
Abu Taleb Khan by Northeote, Sir Elijah Impey 
Rudyard Kipling by Burne Jones, Burke and Moi 
“The Embasy of Hyder Beck" and ** Lord Cornwallis 
recoiving the son of Tippoo Sahib," by Zoffany. The models 
of the Battle of Plassey and of an East Indiaman sailing ship 
and the collection of arms and armour supply a variety of 
interest. 

‘The visitor should now proceed to the Picture Gallery 
on the first floor, where he will find a collection of paintings 
of the time of Warren Hastings. ‘These include portraits of 
Worren Hastings and of Mrs, Hastings in a group, and a 
‘wery fine one of Mrs. Hastings, 
the former by Lemuel Abbott, 




















Among ore 
ginal indictiment of Nand Coomar for forgery of the bond, 
Which is also on view in original. 
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circumference of the dome, are both remarkable instances of 
these phenomena, 5 

In the grounds will be found, on the south the King 
Edward VIT Memorial Arch by Mackennal, A. R.A. and 
® Turkish gun captared in Mesopotamia. ‘The statue of 
Lord Curzon is the work of Pomeroy, R.A. On the north 
the bronze statue of Queen Victoria is by Frampton, R.A., 
and the surroundings of the statue and the entrance gates 
were designed by Mr. V. J. Exch. €.V.0. 

‘The Memorial is open on Sundays and week-days (ex- 
cluding Mondays) from 10 4.st. to 5 v.. 4PM, during the 
winter months). On Fridays there is a charge of 8 annas, 
which admits to the whole building. On other days en- 
trance is free, but a charge of 4 annas is made to view a part 
‘of the collections. On Mondays the building ix cloned to 
visitors. 





Charnock Mausoleum 


‘Two other noteworthy monuments of Calcutta are the 
Charnock Mausoleum and the Ochterlony monument. The 
Charnock Mausoleum is situated in St. John's Churchyard 
at Council House Street. It is a massive structure with a 
double dome which claims to be the oldest piece of masonry 
in Calcutta, Tt was erected sometime prior to the year 
1696-97. It shelters the body of Job Charnock, the first 
British settler in Calcutta. 


: Ochterlony Monument 


“> The Ochterlony monument stands on the Maidan near 








i CALCUTTA PAST AND PRESENT 


Holwell Monument 


‘The Holwell Monument and the supposed site of the 
Black Holo are situated in the north-west corner of the 
Dalhousie Square, Holwell's Monument was built by 
Holwell in memory of the 120 victims of the Blackhole out- 
rage. The history of the event has been disputed by many 
historians on good grounds. The Monutnent stil! continues 
its existence and at least points out the site of the old fort 
where the British soldiers fell during the attack of the Nawab 
in 1756. ‘The monument had fallen in disrepair and was 
restored by the Inte Lord Curzon who on his appointment ax 
Viceroy presented the city in 1902 with a white marble re- 
plicn of the original monutnent, 


Lasear Memorial and Cenotaph 


At the extreme southern end of the Maidan near the 
river ix situated the Lascar Memorial, This handsome stone 
tower was erected in memory of the Lascars of Bengal and 
Assam who lout their lives in the great war. The Cenotaph 
at the northern end of the Maidan was erected in 
of the European residents of Calontta who fell in the great 
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which rans from end to end of the upper floor of the build- 
ing is 172 feet in length and 65 fect in width. ‘The build- 
ing contains many excellent collections of portrait and 
wtatues, , 


High Court 


A little to the west of the Town Hall and almost at the 
junction of Esplanade west with the Strand Road stands the 
High Court, an imposing building in the Gothie style. The 
foundations wore laid in March, 1864, and construction com- 
pleted in May, 1872. The building occupies the vite of the 
old Supreme Court, which was erected between 1780. and 
1784, and of three private residences, Tts main facade is on 
the south and looks upon the Esplanade and the Maidan. A. 
grand colonnade runs slong the lower storey, In the centre of 
the facade is a massive tower 180 feet high, from which a 
good view of the Maidan is obtained, Under the tower is 
the principal entrance which leads to « quadrangle enclow- 
ing o garden and # fountain. On the ground floor are vari- 
ous offices and a barred room in which the prisoners await- 
ing their trial at the Sessions are detained. On the first 
floor are the Courts, the Judges’ private rooms, the Judges’ 
Library, the Bar Library, the Pleaders’ and the Attorneys’ 
Libraries and the offices of the Registrars on the Appellate 
and Original sides. On the upper floor are offices of the 
Clerk of the Crown, the Court Receiver and the Legal Re- 

the barristers’ luncheon-room and the Advo- 




















CALCUTTA FAST AND EST 
Contral Post Office 
‘his handsome building is situated on the west side of 


the Dalhousie Square. It wax completed in 1868, and 
‘occupies part of the site of the old Fert of Calcutta, ‘The 


“building has » large white dome which forms the roof of » 


round hall where stamps are sold to the public, 
Mint 


‘The Mint ig situated on the Strand Road. ‘hore are 
really two Mints, the Silver and the Copper Mints, ‘The 
former took six years to build and was opened in 1831, ‘The 
architecture is Grecian Dorie and the centeal portico facing 
the Strand was a copy of the Temple of Minerva at Athens. 
‘Phe Copper Mint consists of a large block of buildings, It 
was opened in 1865. The Mint can stamp off nearly 
20,000,000 rupees every day, if necessary. 


Government House 


‘The prosent official residence of the Governor of Bengal 
is situated on the north of the Esplanade, Tt wax built in 
1803. ‘The building consists of a central block, containing 
the Durbar chamber and the Ball-rooms, and four wings, 
which may be considered as distinct house, and are connect- 
ed with the main portion by means of galleries. Each of 
these wings is ¥0 constructed that, from whatever wide the 
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Belvedere, 
__ ‘The Belvedere is situated near the Zoological Gardens 
in Alipore. It was formerly the palace of the Lieutenant 
Governors of Bengal and the origin of the house goos back 
4x far ax 1700, It iw at present ured as the residence for the 


Viceroy on his annual cold weather visit to Calcutta, The . 
Gardens around the palace is well kept. 


Legislative Council House 


‘The Council House is situated to the west of the Govern- 
ment House and in front of the Town Hall. It is a decent 
Piece of architecture in which considerable taste has been 
exhibited. ‘The meetings of the Bengal legislative vodies are. 
hold in this building. 


Indian Museum 
‘The various collections in the Indian Museum have al- 


ready been described, The Museum Building is one of the 
‘most imposing Public Buildings of Calcutta, 


Tt 
‘THE PLACES OF WORST! 


Calcutta possesses a large number of churches, of which 
the Cathedral is the finest. ‘There are also places of worship 
to the Hindus, the Mubammadans, the Buddhists, the" 
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‘College Square), deserve special mention in this connection. 
Besides thew: two Hindu holy places of attraction are the 
Belur Math and the Temple of Dakshineshwor. 


Belur Math 


About six miles to the north of Caloutta on the right 
bank of the Ganges stands the famous monastery of Bolur, 
founded in 1899 by the late Swami Vivekananda after his 
signal success at the Parliament of Religions hold at Chicago, 
U.S.A, where he represented Hinduism, He was the apostle 
of the Neo-Vedantic movement which has awakened in the 
hearts of the people of India » consciousness of their ancient 
Teligious culture and a sense of duty and responsibility. to 
their spiritual heritage, ‘This movement has since spread 
‘over India as well as abroad, and there are now aver 100 
ranches, The institution trains young men in the ideals 
of renunciation and scrview, and seeks to populatise through 
their medium the teachings of the Vedantic scripture and its 
universal truths. ‘The spiritual ideals of the ancient wisdom. 
of the East are disseminated in the West by teachers trained 
in the Math, thus working towards helpful union of the ideals 
of the East and the West, 





ana dole City of Calcutta, besides educational 


the Udbodhan in Bengali, ‘7 
and the Prabuddha Bharata in Boglinh, 





there are two mainly for the publi- 
fare two centres mais ~ 
wekananda ata 
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Dakshineshwar Temple 


A few miles above Calcutta on the left bank of the 
Ganges stands the beautiful temple-garden of Dakshinesh- 
wor, known as Rani Rashmani’s Kalibari, or the Temple of 
the Divine Mother. A fine row of 12 Shiva Temples, facing 
the river front, make a picturesque foreground. Sri Rami 
krishna Parambanga, the saint of Dakshineshwor, practised 





great nusterities here and ultimately realised God. He con- 
ceived the original idea of learning the different methods 
of worship from the professed teachers of the princspal reli- 





gions of the world, Hinduism, Mahomedanism and Chris- 
Hanity, one after another, and from direct experience arrived 
‘at the great truth of the harmony underlying all religions. 
‘Thur, by direct experience, he came to the conclusion that 
all religions constitute xo many paths leading to the same 
goal. Tix profound wisdom and sanctity of life drew to- 
wards him many famous men of his time, among whom wax 
Keahub Chandra Sen, the celebrated leader of the Brahmo 
movement. His life wos an embodiment of sweet-sonled 
sympathy and love to persons of all religions faiths, ax he 
tirelessly preached to those who came to him. He trained 
and left behind him several sannyosin disciples ; chief among 
them wax Swami Vivekananda, the founder of the Ram- 


in the lust paragraph, Many people of all religious beliefs 
vitit his place of meditation, and the room in which he lived, 
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Nullab of the Adi Ganga. ‘The Temple itself is a square 
grey building with the characteristic * thatched-but * dome 
Which is « speciality of medieval Bengal school of architec- 
ture. The courtyard of the temple is always crowded, as 
the brine is held to be the most sacred spot in Bengal not 
only by the Bengali Hindus but also by the Hindus of other 
provinces of India 


Jain Temple 


‘The Jaina Temple at Budree Das Temple Road was 
founded in 1807 and is a fairly good specimen of Jaina art 
which no visitor to the city should miss. ‘The entrance to the 
temple ix marked by two massive pillars on the right aide of 
the Lower Circular Road. ‘The temple ix a beautiful specl- 
men of mosaic work, On one side of the terrace stands a 
building. the architecture of which is in keeping with the 
design of the temple. This building forms a drawing and 
reception room. Tt windows are made of coloured gan, 
which has a most restful effect on the interior. Hand-painted 
panels executed in beautiful colours cover the walls of the 
coo! shady resting-place, and huge hand-cut glass chandeliers 
are suspended from the ceiling. 
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The Churches and Cathedrals 


‘The first establishment of the Church of England is the 
St, John's Church which is still spoken of as the “ Old 
Cathedral."" ‘The now or the St. Paul's Cathedral stands at 
the south end of the Maidan and was built during Bishop 
Wilkon’s term of office in 1847, Tt is the head-quarters of the 
Protestant religion in India and the Lord Bishop of Calcutta : 
and the Metropolitan of India with his associates worship in 
this Cathedral. Cathedral is a masterly piece of Gothic 
architecture. Com and Evensong are held daily, 
Saints and Martyrs festivals are fully observed and there ix a 
“4 fall programme of service on each Sunday. 


‘The Church of St, Anne is situated at the Wost end of 
Writer's Buildings in Dalhousie Square. Tt was erected Jong 
bofore the Cathedral. During the war with the Nawal when 
Calcutta was invaded in 1756 the St. Anne's was destroyed 
but it was re-erected by Warren Hastings. In 1781 the 
Church was consecrated under legal documents hearing the 
seal of the Archbishop of Canterbury. ‘The most noteworthy 
abject in the Church fs the buge picture of the Inst Supper 
which was presented by the Royal Academician, Zoffany. 
Tn the grave-yard ix to be found the tomb of Adiiral Watson 
to whom there is alto a monument in the Westminster Abbey. 
‘Watson and Clive were responsible for bringing immediate 
‘relief from Madras on the fall of Calcutta in 1756 and recovered 
‘the British possession. 

‘The Old Mission Church wns founded in 1770 by a 
Swedish Missionary. ‘The Church is located at 11, Missi 

‘The St. Andrew's Kirk which is the seni 
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(CHURCH OF ENGLAND 


St Paul's Cathedral—Chowringhee Koad. 
St. John's Chureb—Council Houre Btrvet, 

Old Mission Chureb—11, Mission Kow 

St, James" Chureh—160, Lower Circular Road. 
‘St. Paul's Mision Church—27, Scott's Lane, 

Bt Peter's Chureh—Foet Williaen 

St Stephen's Churoh—Kiddorpors. 

Bt Thomas’ Chureh—S8, Froe School Street 

St. Tomas’ Church—Howrah, 


CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 


Bt. Andrew'« Chureh—Dalbousie Sq. X 
United Free Church of Sootland—T6, Wellesley Street 





SECTARIAN CHURCHES 


London Mission Chapel—8, Bridge Mond. 
Methodist Epiacopal Chureh—151, Dhurumtala Street 
Congregational Union Chapel—186, Dhurumtola Street 
Wesleyan Methodist Churh—I4-2, Budder Street. 
Baptist Chapel—B1, Bowbazar Street. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 


Bs 
Cathedol of our Messed Lady of the Rosary—18, Portuguese 

Churoh Strvet 
Church of our Lady of the Happy Voynge—2, Cullen Place, 

Howrah - 

‘Church of our Blessed Lady ot the Doloars—147, Bowhasnr Bteoot, 
Church of the Sacred Heart of Jerue—8, Dhurumtola Street. 
‘St. Patrick's Chureb—Fort William. 
St Teresa's Church—@2. Laver Circular Road, 
‘St, Thomas's Clureh—7, Middietom Road. 
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Iv 
PARKS AND GARDENS 


The Zoological Gardens were founded in 1875 and it 
was formally opened the next year by King Edward VI when 
he visited India as Prince of Wales. It contains a repre- 
sentative collection of specimens of different climes. It in 
open on all days of the week excepting Sunday when a special 
charge of Re. 1 is made ax entrance fee. 

‘The Royal Botanic Gardens lie on the right bank of the 
Hooghly about 4 miles below Government House, ‘There are 
three roads leading to it: (i) By river the whole way to the 
water gate, boats are available for this journey. (\i) By the 
Strand Road on the Calcutta aide of the Hooghly till the 
opposite side of the Gardens is reached near Mattiabruj where 
boats are available for crossing the river. (iii) By the road 
which after crossing the Hooghly by the Howrab Bridge, next 
crosses the East Indian Railway by a over-bridge and proceeds 
almost straight to the gates of the Gardens near the Bengol 
Engineering College, Sibpore. 

Oe paoteeny the Garden by route No. TIT, three roads 
Present themselves to the Visitor : (i) on the right, Hamilton's 
Avenue, (2) in the middie, Kyd's Avenue and (3) on the left, 
Wallich’s Avenue. The Official Guide to Gardens contains 
a detailed description of the trees and plants which are situated 
along these avenues and the side roads. 

Besides these there are the Eden Gardens in rte 
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Banks 


Innpetial Bank of Indin—8, Strond Rosd. 
Allahabad Bank Ltd.—6, Royal Exchange Mace 

Amerignn Expres Co. Ine—1415, Government Piwce, Enal 
Hongkong aml Shanghai Ranking Corporntion—8t, Dalhousie Sq. 
Lloyde Band Ltd Clive Street 

Mereantile Tank of Clive Steeet 

National Bank of tndia Lid —108, Clive Street 

Notional City Tonk of New Youk—4, Clive Street 

P, & O. Booking Corporation Lid.—1, Fairlie Dace 

‘Thomas Cook A Son TAd.—4, Dalhousie Sq, East 

Grindlay & Co. 11d. —6, Church Lane 

Chartered Bank of tndia, Austratin and Chinn—Clive Street. 
Netherlands Truding Seciety—8, Royal Rawhange Place. 
Netherlands India Commerciat Rank, Royal Exchange Plnce 
Yokohsina Speeie Hank Lid —100-1, Clive Street. 

Content Bank of India Ld —100, Clive Street. 















Railways 


Caloutts is connected with the rext of India with three great 
Railways: 
‘The Kost India Tollway links Caleutte with Bombay and 


2 The Ni Raita Caloutta with 
pp al ry commecte with Madras 










soetere 


easeeeen 
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Booking Offices 
‘The Bengal Nagpur Railway Booking Offices : 





Light Hovse—Homayun Place 
Xow Empire Theatre—1, Humayun Mace, 


Notye Niketan—2A, Taja Kajkineen Stroot, 
‘Star Theatre—70/3,3, Cornwallis Street. 








28 sombre yh ‘Cornwallis Street, Wellington 
, Sreriogiea 


Street, Dharamtota, 
3 Shambuzar to Kidderpore vin Circular Toad, 
Anutosh Mukherji Rosd und Hara Road and Atipare. 
A. mincabones sl Chrule Hed, Bowbazar Street, Dalhousie 84. 
Kidderpore. 


4.444 Kalgha to Bophense vin Chowringhes. 
S4GA Kalighat to the Howrah Station via Rose Road, Chow: 
tinghee, ani Dathousie (5A goes up to Ballygunj 


Station). 

848A Howrah Stotion to Ballygunge via Dalhousie, Dharam- 
tola, Wellesley Street, Tiillot Toad. Cirovlar Bosd. and 
Lansdowne 


JIA Shambazar to Eowrah vin Beadon Street and Central Avenue, 
1M Dalhousie to Maniktols Main Rosd via Central Avonue. 





ye a 








